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75 rbe American Philoſophical Seciety, 


GENTLEMENz | 


A \ \ FIT H due deference, I pre- 
1 ſume to dedicate to you 
the followin g pages, in which 1 


have endeavoured to give as faith 


ful an account as poſſible, of the 
dreadful calamity we have juſt ex- 
- PRAGA. 


I am, ge ntlemen, 
alk With eſteem, 
Your obed*, humble ſervant, 


MATHEW CAREY. 


Nuntstn XLVIL. 


Diſtrict of Pennſylvania, 10 wit— 


d. 8. 1 E it remembered, that on the ber- 

| tenth day of November, in the eigb- 
| teenth year of the independence of the united Hates 
of America, | Mathew Carey, of the ſaid di rig, 
- bath dephſſted in this- office, the title of a book, the 


ripht whereof. be claims as author, in Foe Words fol. 

E 33 „„ 

_ A at accownt 3 the 8 een PIT 1 5 

e prevalent in Philadelphia, with a ſtatement of the 
«Proceedings that took Place off the Jubjeft in di 2. 

E ferent parts of the united ſtates. By Mathew 

« Carey.” In conformity to the act of the congreſs of 

- the united ſtates, intituled, e An alt for the encou- 

« ragement of learning ; ; by ſecuring the copies of 

& maps, charts, and books, to the authors and pro- 

te prietors of ſuch copies, . the times | therein : 

6 mentioned.” ah 


N 


"SAMUEL CALDWELL, Clerk of 
Rs _ the difiritks 
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Philadelphia, . 14, 17 93. 


n HE favourable reception given to the imper- 

I Äf feRt account of the fever which I lately pub- 

iſhed, and the particular deſire of ſome of my 

friends, have induced me to undertake a more 9 
ſatisfactory hiſtory of it, in order to collect 
together, while facts are recent, as many of the 
moſt intereſting occurrences as I could, for the 
Adr maten of the public. N „„ 


/ 


i 1 a ive not a any embelliſhment or 
ornament of ſtile, but have alone aimed at tell- 

ing plain truths in plain language. T have taken 
every precaution | to arrive at the truth; and 

hope the errors in the account willn not t be found 
numerous. 5 N 5 


F bo: the deſultory plan of ſome part of the 
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1 pamphlet, I have to offer the following apolo- 
gy; many of the circumſtances and reflections 
towards the concluſion, which would have come 


with more . propriety in the beginning, did not 
occur, until ſome of the firſt ſheets were not 
only written, but printed. I had no choice, 


therefore, but either to omit them, or place 


them ſomewhat out of order. preferred the 
latter, £24 7 1 


Moſt of che facts mentioned have fallen un- 


der my own obſervation. [Thoſe of a different 


deſcription I have been aſſiduous to collect from 


every perſon of ate . of infor- 
E 


1 


- - 


Defirous of having this account oa and 
complete, . I have printed off but a ſmall num- 


ber of copies of the preſent edition; and ſhall 
eſteem myſelf moſt particularly obliged to any 
perſon who will be fo kind to point out errors, 
to be corrected in, or ſuggeſt facts, to be added 


to, a new edition, which I propoſe to put to preſs = 
very ſoon, and which will, I hope, be found 5 
ill more nd than the proves one, 


nll Neventer 235 1793- 

| When 1 publiſhed the firſt edition of this pam- 
1 it was my intention to have greatly en- 
larged it for a ſecond one, and to have new 
modelled it, ſo as to preſerye a connexion be- 
tween its ſeveral parts, in which it is extremely 
deficient. But its ſpeedy. ſale, and the demand 
for more copies, renders it impoſſible for me to 
do more, at preſent, than make ſuch corrections 
as the kindneſs of a few Tm * led ment to 
Point out, | | 


I giving an account of the 1 tac 
h took place on the ſubject throughout the union, 
I have ſuppreſſed many a harſh, unkind com- 
ment, which was forcing itſelf on me; from 

the reflection, that in ſimilar circumſtances we 

might perhaps have been equally ſevere, And 
to perpetuate animoſities is performing a very 


 _ unfriendly office. They are eaſily generated; 


but their extinction is a work of time and diffi- 
culty. Let us, therefore, (eſpecially when we 
ce hold the mirror up to nature” at home, ) not 
only forgive, but even forget, if poſſible, all the 
unpleaſant treatment our citizens have experi- 
enced. 


<0 vi ) 

1 have heard more than one perſon object 
to the account of the ſhocking circumſtances 
that occurred in Philadelphia, as pourtraying 
the manners of the people in an unfavourable 

light. If that be the caſe, the fault is not mine. 
I am conſcious I have not exaggerated the mat- 
ter. But J do not conceive it can have that effect; 
for it would be as unjuſt and injudicious to draw 

the character of Philadelphia from the conduct 
of a period of horror and affright, when all the 
* mild charities of ſocial life” were ſuppreſſed by 
regard for ſelf—as to ſtamp eternal infamy on a 
nation for the atrocities perpetrated in times of 
civil broils, when all the © angry paſſions” are 
- rouſed into dreadful THC) 


n 
* of " 


: 


IDEFORE. I enter on the conſideration of this 
0D diſorder, it may not be improper to offer 
a few introductory remarks on the ſituation of 
Philadelphia previous to its commencement, 
which will reflect light on ſome of the circum- 
ſtances mentioned in the courſe of the narra 
_ ive | 


The manufactures, trade, and commerce of 
Philadelphia had, for a conſiderable time, been 
improving and extending with great rapidity. 

From the period of the adoption of the federal 
government, at which time we were at the low- 
eſt ebb of diſtreſs, our ſituation had progreſ. 
| fively become more and more proſperous. Con- 

fidence, formerly baniſhed, was univerſally re- 

| Nored, Property of every kind, roſe to, and in 
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ſome inſtances beyond, its real value; and a 
few revolving years exhibited the intereſting 
ſpectacle of a young country, with a new form 
of government, emerging from a ſtate approach- 
ing very near to anarchy, and acquiring all the 
ability and nerve of ned and oldeſt 
nations. 


In this Peper; which 188 0 the hopes of 
ben millions of people, Philadelphia participat- 
ed in an eminent degree. New houſes, in al- 
moſt every ſtreet, built in a very neat, elegant 
ſtile, adorned, at the ſame time that they en- 
larged the city. Its population was extending 
faſt. Houſe rent had riſen to a moſt extravagant 
height; it was in many caſes double, and in 
- ſome treble what it had been a year or two be- 
fore; and, as is generally the caſe, when a city 
is thriving, it went far beyond the real increaſe 
of trade. The number of applicants for houſes, 
_ exceeding the number of houſes to be let, one 
bid over another; and affairs were in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion, that many people, though they had a tole- 
rable run of buſineſs, could hardly do more than 
clear their rents, and wage literally, toiling for 


I 


heir landlords alone. Luxury, the uſual, and : 
perhaps inevitable concomitant of. proſperity, 
was gaining ground in a manner very alarming 
to thoſe who conſidered how far the virtue, the 
liberty, and the happineſs of a nation depend on 
their temperance and ſober manners. Menhad Fj} 
been for ſome time in the habit of regulating "F 
their expenſes by proſpects formed in ſanguine | 
hours, when every probability was caught at as 
a certainty, not by their actual profits, or in- 
come. The number of coaches, coachees, chairs, 
.&c, lately ſet up by men in the middle rank of [| 
life, is hardly credible. And although there had | 
been a very great increaſe of hackney chairs, yet | | 
it was hardly ever poſſible to -procure one on a 
Sunday, unleſs it was engaged two or three 
. days before, Extravagance, in various ſhapes, 
wuaas gradually eradicating the plain and whole- 
ſome habits of the city. And although it were 
preſumption to attempt to ſcan the decrees of 1 
5 Awen. 0 * 1 , will Pome: to _ 


— 


NOTE 


* The diftreſs ariſing from this ſource, was perhaps the | | | 


only exception to the general obſervation of the flour eg : {1 
, fituation of un. | 
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that ſomething was wanting to humble the 


pride of a city, which was running on in full ca- 


Werz to the | a of 8 and Apa, * 


1 * Werner 1792, „ to * end 
of laſt June, the difficulties of Philadelphia were 


extreme. The eſtabliſhment of the bank of 


Pennſylvania, in embryo for the moſt part-of that 
time, had arreſted in the two other banks fuch 


a quantity of the circulating ſpecie, as embaraſ- | 


ſed almoſt every kind of buſineſs ; to this was 


added the diſtreſs ariſing from the very nume- 
rous failures in England, which had extremely 
haraſſed ſeveral of our capital merchants. Dur- 


ing this period, many men experienced as great 
difficulties as were ever known in this city *, 


But the opening, in July, of the bank of Penn- 


ſylvania, conducted on the moſt liberal princi- 


Ples, m bulineſs | on its former ee 


0 1K. 


* 
OI 


„It is with great pleaſure I embrace this opportunity 


of declaring, that the very liberal conduct of the bank 
of the united ſtates, at this trying ſeaſon, was the means 


of ſaving many a deſerving and induſtrious man from 
| ruin, a 25 


T1 | 
footing. Every man looked forward to this fall 
as likely to produce a vaſt extenſion of trade. 
But how fleeting are all human views! how un- 
certain all plans founded on earthly appearances ! 


All theſe flattering proſpects vaniſhed like the 
N baſcleſs fabric of a viſion, 


In July aimed the unfortunate fugitives 
from Cape Frangois. And on this occaſion, the 
liberality of Philadelphia was diſplayed in a moſt 
reſpectable point of light. Nearly 12,000 dol- 
lars were in a few days collected for their relief. 
Little, alas! did many of the contributors, then 
in eaſy circumſtances, imagine, that a few weeks 
would leave their wives and children dependent 
on public charity, as has ſince unfortunately 
happened. An awful inſtance of the rapid and 
warning viciſſitudes of affairs on. this tranſitory 


ſtage. 


At this time, the deſtroying ſcourge crept in 
among us, and nipped in the bud the faireſt 
bloſſoms that imagination could form. And, 
oh! what a dreadful contraſt has fince taken 
place! Many of our firſt commercial houſes are. 
totally diſſolved, by the death of the patties, 


# 
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and their affairs are neceſſarily left in fo derang- 
ed a ſtate that the loſſes and diſtreſſes which 
muſt take place are beyond eſtimation. The 
proteſts of notes for a few weeks paſt have 
been beyond all former example; for a great pro- 
portion of the principal merchants having left 
the city, and been totally unable, from the ſtag- 
nation of bufinels, and diverſion of all their ex- 
pected reſources, to make any proviſion for pay- 
ment, moſt of their notes have been proteſted, 
as they became due. The bank of the united 
ſtates, on the 1 5th of October, paſſed a reſolve, 
empowering their caſhier to renew all diſcounted 
notes, when the ſame drawers and indorſers were 
offered, and declaring that no notes ſhould be 
proteſted, when the indorſers bound themſelves 
in writing, to be accountable in the ſame manner 
as in caſes of proteſt. 


Beſides what we have already ſuffered, we 
are menaced with another evil, which proba- 
bly at any other period, would not very mate- 
rially injure the city; but if it comes in addition 
to our. preſent diſtreſs, will vperate againſt us a 
very long time, I mean the removal of congreſs. 


The meeting of this body is fixed for the. firſt 


0 IF 9 
Monday in December; and it is not improba- 
ble that attempts will be made to prevent their 
next ſeſſion being held here. Appeals will be 
made to their fears. Already the New York pa- 
pers announce, © that as congreſs cannot meet, 
6 agreeably to their adjournment, with any 
e probability of ſafety in Philadelphia, under its 
 < preſent calamitous viſitation, there can be no 
e doubt of their adjourning to fit in New York, 
« where the air is perfectly ſalubrious, the 
« markets plentiful, and every conveniency 
ct ready for their accommodation “.“ If, at the 
time of their meeting, any trace of the diſorder 
remains, the Philadelphians will not urge their 
ſtay here. But if it be, as there is every 
probability, abſolutely extinguiſhed, we place 
too much reliance on their juſtice to ſuſpect that 

they will add to the ſtroke we have felt. 


For theſe prefatory obſervations 1 hope I ſhall 
be pardoned. I no proceed to the melancholy 
ſubject I have undertaken, 


: * Columbian Gazetteer, October 17, 1793. 
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(w 
The malignant fever, which has committed 


ſuch ravages in Philadelphia, made its appear- 
| ance here, about the end of July. Dr. Hodge's 


child, probably the firſt victim, was taken ill on 


the 26th or 27th of July, and died on the 6th or 


th of Auguſt. A Mr. Moore“, in Mr. Denny's 
lodging houſe, in Water ſtreet, was ſeized on 


Friday, the 2d of Auguſt, and died on Sunday, 


the fourth. Mrs. Parkinſon, who lodged in 
the ſame houſe, caught the diſorder, on the 3d 


of Auguſt, and died on the 7th. 


On the origin of the diſorder, there prevails 
a very great diverſity of opinion. Dr. Hutchin- 


ſon maintained that it was not imported, and 


ſkated, in a letter which he wrote on the ſub- 
ject to Captain Falconer, the health officer of the 


port of Philadelphia, that © the general opinion 


« was, that the diforder originated from ſome 
« damaged coffee, or other putrified vegeta- 


© ble and animal matters.” To this opinion, 


"hs REECE 


* This man had been walking along the wharfs, where 


the coffee lay, and at which the Sans Culottes was moored 


in the morning; and on his return home, was ſo extremely 
ul, as to be obliged to go to bed, from which he never 


roſe again. 


1 * 


though he did not give it abſolutely as his own, 
he ſeemed ſtrongly to incline; and mentioned, 
that at a wharf, a little above Arch-ſtreet» 


there was not only a quantity of damaged cof- 


fee *, extremely offenſive, but alſo ſome putrid 


animal and vegetable ſubſtances. The doctor 


reſted his opinion, that the diforder was not 


imported, on two circumſtances, which prove 


to be miſtaken, viz. that no foreigners or ſailors 


were infected on the 27th of Auguſt, the time 


of writing, and that it had not been found in 


lodging houſes. This opinion was ſo far from 


being juſt, that the ſecond place in which it is 
known to have made its appearance, was a lodg- 
ing houſe, and ſome of the earlieſt patients 
were French lads. 


Dr. Ruſh is of the ſame opinion with Dr. Hut- 
chinſon, and ſays he has in his poſſeſſion ſufficient 
documents to prove that the diſorder is not an 
imported one, but of native growth. As he has 


NOTE. 


The ſtench of this coffee was ſo exceſlively offenſive, 
that the people in the neighbourhood could hardly bear 
to remain in the back part of their houſes, 
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not yet communicated his proofs to the public, 
it is impoſſible to decide on them. 


That it is an imported 8 is the opini- 


on of almoſt all the inhabitants of Philadelphia. 
However, there 1s much diverſity of ſentiment, 


as to the time and manner of its introduction. 


I ſhall ſtate ſome of the various reports current, 
and let the reader judge for himſelf. 


Some aſſert, that it was brought by I1 con- 


ſtante, Capt. Fiſcoviſch, which arrived here from 


Raguſa, after having touched at Martinico, about 
the beginning of May. This is very unlikely, 


| as the lower part of the city, where ſhe lay, was 


free until the diſorder . there from the up- 
per part. 


Another opinion is, that it was introduced by 


the Mary, Captain Ruſn, which arrived here 


on the 7th of Auguſt, with ſome of the French 


emigrants from the Cape. But the exiſtence of 
the diſorder previous to her arrival, ſets aſide 


this Opinion at once. 


Others again ſay chat a veſſel from Tobago, 
5 


Rc „ͤ« LIED 


(ig: ); 


which arrived here in July, loft nearly all her 

hands with a malignant fever. In the river, ſhe 
ſhipped freſh hands, many of whom died, From 
her they believe the diſorder ſpread. With re- 
: vo to this 2 8 I cannot aver any thing. 


möcht opinion is, that the privateer Sans 
Culottes Marſeillois, with her prize, the Flora, 
which arrived here the 22d of July, introduced 
the fever. The privateer was in a foul, dirty 
condition her hold very ſmall—and perhaps as 


ill calculated for the accommodation of the great 


number of people that were on board, as any 
veſſel that ever croſſed the ocean. All her filth 
was emptied at a wharf between Arch and Race- 
ſtreet. A dead body, covered with canvaſs, lay 
on board the Flora, for ſome time, and was ſeen 
by Mr. Lemaigre and other gentlemen “. 


HERE, * diſmiſs this part of the ſubject, it 


Mr. Vanuxem has publiſhed a lengthy ſtatement to prove 


that the diſorder was not brought here by either of theſe 


veſſels, Dr. Currie and Dr, Cathrall, who have taken 
great pains to elucidate che ſubje&, aſſert there were ſundry 
ſick people on board, in oppoſition to Mr. Vanuxem's de- 
claration, To their reſpective publications I beg leave to 


refer the reader, 


B 2 


may not be amiſs to mention, that many believe 
we have had two diſorders in the city, intro- 
duced about the ſame time, the yellow fever from 


the Weſt Indies, and a ſpecies of peſtilence from . 


Marſeilles. 


The morality began about that part of Water- 


ſtreet, where the Mary, the Flora, and the Sans 


Culottes lay. For ſome time it was entirely confin- 
ed to that place and its neighbourhood. Almoſt _ 
every death which occurred in the early ſtage of 


the diſorder could be without difficulty traced to 


that ſtreet. By degrees, it ſpread, owing to 


the want of precaution, and to communication 
with the infected. It is ſaid, and generally be- 
lieved, that the beds and bedding of thoſe who 
died of the diſorder, at firſt, before the alarm 


went abroad, were ſold, and ſpread 1 it among the I 


IT 


Several perſons were ſwept away before any 


great alarm was excited. The firſt deaths that 


attracted public notice, and ſtruck terror among 
the citizens, were thoſe of Peter Aiton, on the 
19th, of Mrs. Lemaigre, on the 20th, and of 
Thomas Miller, on the 25th of Auguſt. About 
this time began the removals from the city, 


which were for ſome weeks ſo general, that al- 
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moſt every hour in the day, carts, waggons, 
cCoaches, and chairs, were to be ſeen tranſport- 
ing families and furniture to the country in 


every direction. Buſineſs then became extreme- 
ly dull. Mechanics and artiſts were unemployed; 
and the ſtreets wore the appearance of 3 
and melancholy. 


The firſt official notice taken of the diſorder, 
was on the 22d of Auguſt, on which day the 
mayor of Philadelphia, Matthew Clarkfon, Eq. 
wrote to the city commiſſioners, and after ac- 


 _ quainting them with the ſtate of the city, gave 


them the moſt peremptory orders, to have 


the ſtreets properly cleanſed and purified by 
the ſcavengers, and all the filth immediately 


hawled away. Theſe orders were repeated on 


the 27th, and ſimilar ones given to the clerks 


of the market. The 29th the governor of the 
ſtate, in his addreſs to the legiſlature, acquainted 
them, that a contagious diſorder exifted in the 


city ; and that he had taken every proper mea- 


ſure to aſcertain the origin, nature, and extent 


of it. He likewiſe aſſured them that the health 
officer and phyſician of the port would take- 
every precaution to allay and remove the public 


: inquietude. 
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The 26th of the ſame month, the college of 
phyſicians had a meeting, at which they took 
into conſideration the nature of the diſorder, 
and the means of prevention and of cure. 
They publiſhed an addreſs to the citizens, ſign- 
ed by the preſident and ſecretary, recommend- 
ing to avoid all unneceſſary intercourſe with the 
infected; to place marks on the doors or win- 
dows where they were; to pay great attention 
to cleanlineſs and airing the rooms of the ſick; 
to provide a large and airy hoſpital in the 
neighbourhood of the city for their reception; 
to put a ſtop to the tolling of the bells; to bury 
thoſe who died of the diſorder in carriages, and 
as privately as poſſible; to keep the ſtreets and 
- wharfs clean; to avoid all fatigue of body and 
mind, and ſtanding or fitting in the ſun, or in 
the open air; to accommodate the dreſs to the 
weather, and to exc:ed rather in warm than 
in cool clothing; and to avoid intemperance, 
but to uſe fermented liquors, ſuch as wine, beer, 
and cider, with moderation, They likewiſe de- 
clared their opinion, that fires in the ſtreets. 
were very dangerous, if not ineffectual means 
of ſtopping the progreſs of the fever, and that 
they placed more dependence on the burning of 


* 


(393 7) 


gunpowder. The benefits of vinegar and cam- 
phor, they added, were . confined chiefly to in- 


| fected rooms; and they could not be too often 


| uſed on handkerchiefs, or in ſmelling bottles, by 
perſons who attended the ſick. 


In ae of this addreſs, the bells were 
immediately ſtopped from tolling. This was a 
very expedient meaſure ; as they had before 
been kept pretty conſtantly going the whole 
day, ſo as to terrify thoſe in health, and drive 
the ſick, as far as the influence of imagination 
could produce that effect, to their graves. An 
| idea had gone abroad, that the burning of fires 

in the ſtreets would have a tendency to purify 
the air, and arreſt the progreſs of the diſo: der. 
The people had, therefore, almoſt every night 
large fires lighted at the corners of the ſtreets. 
The 29th, the mayor publiſhed a proclamation, 
_ forbidding this practice. As a ſubſtitute, many 
had recourſe to the firing of guns, which they 
imagined was a certain preventative of the diſ- 
order. This was carried ſo far, and attended 
with ſuch danger, that it was forbidden by the 
mayor's order of the 4th of September. 


The number of the infected daily increaſing, - 


i 
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and the exiſtence of an order againſt the admiſ- 
ſion of perſons labouring under infectious diſ- 
eaſes into the alms houſe, precluding them from 
a refuge there“, ſome temporary place was re- 


quiſite, and three of the guardians of the poor 


took poſſeſſion of the circus, in which Mr. Ric- 
ketts had lately exhibited his equeſtrian feats, 


being the only place that could be procured for 
the purpoſe. Thither they ſent ſeven perſons 


afflicted with the malignant fever, where they 


lay in the open air for ſome time, and without 
proper aſſiſtance f. Of theſe, one crawled out on 
the commons, where he died at a diſtance from 


any houſe. Two died in the circus, one of whom 
was ſeaſonably removed; the other lay in a 
ſtate of putreſaction for above forty-eight hours, 


owing to the difficulty of procuring any perſon 


N O T B. 


At this period, the number of paupers in the alms 
houſe was between three and four hundred; and the mana- 
gers, apprehenſive of ſpreading the diſorder among them, 
enforced the abovementioned order, which had been en- 


tered into a long time before. They, however, ſupplied 


beds and bedding, and all the money in n their 7s for 
their relief, out of that houſe. 

+ High wages were offered for nurſes for theſe poor peo- 
ple but none could be procured, 


4 
to remove him. On this occaſion occurred an 
inſtance of courage in a ſervant girl, of which 
at that time fe men were capable. The carter, 
who finally undertook to remove the corpſe, 
having no aſſiſtant, and being unable alone to 
put it into the coffin, was on the point of relin- 
quiſhing his deſign, and quitting the place. The 

girl perceived him, and underſtanding the dif- 
ficulty he laboured under, offered her ſervices, 
provided he would not inform the family with 
whom ſhe lived. She accordingly helped him to 
put the body into the coffin, which was by that 
time crawling with maggots, and in ſuch a ſtate 
as to be ready to fall in pieces. It gives me plea- 
ſure to add, that ſhe ſtill lives, notwithſtanding 
her very hazardous exploit, 


The inhabitants of the neighbourhood of the 
circus took the alarm, and threatened to burn or 
deſtroy it, unleſs the ſick were removed; and 
it is believed they would have actually carried 
their threats into execution, had a compliance 
been delayed a day longer. 


The 29th, ſeven of the guardians of the poor 
had a conference with ſome of the city magiſ- 
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trates on the ſubject of tlie ws at which it 
was agreed to be indiſpenſably neceſſary that a 
ſuitable houſe, as an hoſpital, ſhould be provided 
near the city tor * reception of the infected 


poor. 


In conſequence, the ſame day, the guardians 
of the poor reſolved to uſe their utmoſt exer- 
tions to procure ſuch a houſe out of town, and 
as near thereto, as might be practicable, conſiſt- 
ent with the ſafety of the inhabitants, for the 
poor who were or might be afflicted with conta- 
gious diſorders, and be deſtitute of the means of 
providing neceſſary aſſiſtance otherwiſe; to en- 
gage phyſicians, nurſes, attendants, and all ne- 
ceſſaries for their relief in that houſe; to ap- 
point proper perſons in each diſtrict, to enquire 
after ſuch poor as might be afflicted ; to adminiſ- 
ter aſſiſtance to them in their own houſes, and, 
if neceſſary, to remove them to the hoſpital. 
They reſerved to themſelves at the ſame time 
the liberty of drawing on the mayor for ſuch 
ſums as might be neceſſary ro carry their re- 
ſolves 1 into effect. 


Conformably 10 theſe reſolves, a committee of 


u 


the guardians was appointed to make enquiry 
for a ſuitable place; and after ſtrict examina- 
tion, they judged that a building adjacent to 
Buſnhill, the manſion-houſe of William Hamit- 
ton, Eſq. was the beſt calculated for the pur- 
| poſe. And that gentleman being abſent, and 

having no agent in the city, and the great ur- 
gency of the caſe admitting no delay, eight of 
the guardians, accompanied by Hilary Baker, 
Eſq. one of the city aldermen, with the concur- 
rence of the governor, procecded to the build- 
ing they had fixed upon; and meeting with 
| ſome oppoſition from a tenant who occupied it, 
they took poſſcſſion of the manſion-houſe itſelf, 
to which, on the ſame evening, the 31ſt of Au- 
guſt, they ſent the four patients who remained at 
the circus. 


Shortly after this, the guardians of the poor 
for the city, except James Wilſon, Jacob Tom- 
kins, jun. and William Sanſom, ceaſed the 
performance of their duties, nearly the whole 
of them having removed out of the city. Before 
this virtual vacation of office, they paſſed a re- 
ſolve againſt the admiſſion of any paupers what- 
ever into the alms-houſe during the prevalence 
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of the diſorder. The cauſe of entering into this 
order, was, that ſome paupers, who had been 
admitted previous thereto, with a certificate 
from the phyſicians of their being free from the 


infection, had nevertheleſs died of it. The whole 
care of the poor of the city, the providing for 


Buſhhill, ſending the ſick there, and burying 


the dead, devolyed, therefore, on the above 


three guardians. It muſt give the reader great 


ſorrow to hear, that two of them, James Wil- 
ſon, and Jacob Tomkins, excellent and indefati- 


gable young men, whoſe ſervices were at that 


time of very great importance, fell facrifices in 
the cauſe of humanity. The other, William San- 


ſom, was likewiſe, in the execution of his dan- 


gerous office, ſeized with the diforder, and on 
the brink of the grave, but was ſo fortunate as 


to eſcape. 


The conſternation of the people of Philadel- 


phia at this period was carried beyond all 


bounds. Diſmay and affright were viſible in 
almoſt every perſon's countenance. Moſt peo- 
ple who could by any means make it convenient 
fled from the city. Of thoſe who remained, ma- 
ny ſhut themſelves up in their houſes, and were 
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afraid to walk the ſtreets. The conſumption of 
gunpowder and nitre in houſes as a preventa- 
tive was inconceivable. Many were almoſt in- 
ceſſantly purifying, ſcowering, and whitewaſh- 
ing their rooms. Thoſe who ventured abroad, 
had handkerchiefs or ſponges impregnated with 
vinegar or camphor at their noſes, or elſe ſmel- 
ling bottles with the thieves' vinegar. Others 
carried pieces of tar in their hands, or pockets, 
or camphor bags tied round their necks. The 
corpſes of the moſt reſpectable citizens, even of 
thoſe who did not die of the epidemic, were 

carried to the grave, on the ſhafts of a chair, 
the horſe driven by a negro, unattended by a 
| friend or relation, and without any fort of ce- 
remony. People ſhifted their courſe at the fight 
of a hearſe coming towards them. Many never 
walked on the foot path, but went into the 
middle of the ſtreets, to avoid being infected in 
paſſing by houſes wherein people had died. Ac- 
quaintances and friends avoided each other in 
the ſtreets, and only ſignified their regard by a 
cold nod. The old cuſtom of ſhaking hands fell 
into ſuch general diſuſe, that many were affront- 
ed at even the offer of the hand. A perſon with 
a crape, or any appearance of mourning, was 
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ſhunned like a viper. And many valued them- 
ſelves highly on the ſkill and addreſs with which 
they got to windward of every perſon they met. 
Indeed it is not probable that London, at the 
laſt ſtage of the plague, exhibited ſtronger marks 
of terror, than were to be ſeen in Philadelphia, 
from the 26th or 27th of Auguſt till pretty 
late in September. When people ſummoned up 
reſolution to walk abroad, and take the air, the 
ſick cart conveying patients to the hoſpital, or 
the hearſe carrying the dead to the grave, 
which were travelling almoſt the whole day, 
ſoon damped their ſpirits, and plunged them 
again into deſpondency. 


While affairs were in this deplorable ſtate, 
and people at the loweſt ebb of deſpair, we 
cannot be aſtoniſhed at the frightful ſcenes that 
were acted, which ſeemed to indicate a total dif- 
ſolution of the bonds of ſociety in the neareſt 
and deareſt connexions. Who, without horror, 
can reflect on a huſband deſerting his wife, 
united to him perhaps for twenty years, in the 
| ft 2gony—a wife unfeelingly abandoning her 
huſband on his death bed—parents forſaking 
their only children—children ungratefully flying 


. 
From their parents, and reſigning them to 
chance, often without an enquiry after their 


health or fafety—maſters hurrying off their 
faithful ſervants to Buſhhill, even on ſuſpicion 


of the fever, and that at a time, when, like 


T artarus, it was open to every viſitant, but ne- 
ver returned any - ſervants abandoning tender 
and humane maſteis, who only wanted a little 
care to reſtore them to health and uſefulneſs— 
who, i ſay, can even now think of theſe things 
without horror? Yet ſuch were daily exhibited 
3 uy quarter of our city. 


Theſe deſertions produced 8 of diſtreſs 
and miſery, of which few parallcls are to be met 
with, and which nothing could palliate, but the 
extraordinary public panic, and the great law 
of {elf preſervation, the dominion of which ex- 
tends over the whole animated world. Many 
men of affluent fortunes, who have given em- 
ployment and ſuſtenance to hundreds every day 


in the year, have been abandoned to the care of 


a negro, after their wives, children, friends, 
clerks, and ſervants, had fled away, and lefr 
them to - their fate. In many cafes, no money 
could procure proper attendance. With the 
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poor, the caſe was, as might be expected, infl2 
nitely worſe than with the rich. Many of theſe 
have periſhed, without a human being to hand 


them a drink of water, to adminiſter medicines, 
or to perform any charitable office for them. 
Various inſtances have occurred, of dead bodies 


found lying in the ſtreets, of perſons who had no 
| houſe or habitation, and could procure no ſhelter. 


A woman, whoſe huſband had juſt died of 
the fever, was ſeized with the pains of labour, 
and had nobody to aſſiſt her, as the women in 
the neighbourhood were afraid to go into the 


| houſe. She lay for a conſiderable time in a de- 
gree of anguiſh that will not bear deſcription. 


At length, ſhe ſtruggled to reach the window, 
and cried out for aſſiſtance. Two men, paſſing 
by, went up ſtairs ; but they came at too late a 
ſtage.—She was ſtriving with death—and ac- 
tually in a few minutes expired in their arms. 


A woman, whoſe huſband and two children 
lay dead in the room with her, was in the ſame 
ſituation, without a midwife, or any other perſon 
to aid her. Her cries at the window brought up 


one of the carters employed by the committee 
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for the relief of the ſick. With his aſſiſtanco, 
ſhe was delivered of a child, which died in a few 


minutes, as did the mother, who was utterly 


exhauſted by her labour, by the diſorder, and 


by the dreadful ſpectacle before her. And thus 


lay in one room, no leſs than five dead bodies, 


an entire family, carried off in an hour or two. 


Many inſtances have occurred, of reſpectable 
women, who, in their lying-in, have been oblig- 


ed to depend on ſervant women for aſſiſtance 


—and ſome have had none but their huſbands. 
Some of the midwives were dead—and others 
had E d the City. 


A ſervant girl, 8 to a family in this 


city, in which the fever had prevailed, was ap- 
prehenſive of danger, and reſolved to remove 


to a relation's houſe, in the country. She was, 
however, taken ſick on the road, and returned 


to town, where ſhe could find no perſon to 


receive her. One of the guardians of the poor 
provided a cart, and took her to the alms houſe, 


into which ſhe was refuſed admittance. She was 
brought back, and the guardian offered five dol- 


lars to procure her a ſingle night's lodging, but 
in vain. And in fine, after every effort made to 
| C 
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provide her _— ſhe abſolutely expired in the 
cart. 


To relate all the frightful caſes of this nature 
that occurred, would fill a volume. Let theſe 
few ſuffice. But I muſt obſerve, that moſt of 
them happened in the firſt ſtage of the public 
panic. Afterwards, when the citizens recovered 
a little from their fight, they became —_ 


Great as was the calamity of Philadelphia it 


= was magnified in the moſt extraordinary man- 


ner. The hundred tongues of rumour were 
never more ſucceſsfully employed, than on this 
| melancholy occaſion. The terror of the inhabi- 
tants of all the neighbouring ſtates was excited 
by letters from Philadelphia, diſtributed by 
every mail, many of which told tales of woe, - 
whereof hardly a ſingle circumſtance was true, 
but which were every where received with impli- 
cit faith. The diſtreſſes of the city, and the fata- 
lity of the diſorder, were exaggerated as it 
were to ſee how far credulity could be carried. 
The plague of London was, according to ru- 
mour, hardly more fatal than our yellow fever, 
Our citizens died ſo faſt, that there was hardly 
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enough of people to bury them. Pu or fifteen, 
or more, were ſaid to be caſt into one hole together, 
like ſo many dead beaſts . One man, who could 
find his feelings eaſy enough to be facetious on 
the ſubject, acquainted his correſpondent, that 
the only buſineſs carrying on, was grave digging, 
or rather pit digging f. And at a time when the 


N r, | 
* + The fleas extract appeared in a Norfolk paper 
about the middle of September: 
Ears of a letter from Philadelphia, to a gentleman i in 
Norfolk, Sept. 9. 

5 Half the inhabitants of this city have already fled 
c to different parts, on account of the peſtilential diſorder 
c that prevails here. The few citizens who remained in 
e this place, die in abundance, ſo faſt that they drag them 
« away like dead beafts, and put ten or fifteen, or more, in a hole 
« together. All the ſtores are ſhut up. I am afraid this city 
will be ruined: for nobody will come near it hereafter. 
« I am this day nN my folly from this fatal 
41 « place. "” | | 

t From a New York paper of October 2. 
| Extras of a letter from a gentleman in Philadelphia, dated 
r 
„ The papers muſt have amply informed you of the 

06 melancholy ſituation of this city for five or ſix weeks 
« paſt. Grave-digging has been the only buſineſs carrying 
« on; and indeed I may ſay of late, pit-digging, where 
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deaths did not exceed from forty to fifty daily, 
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many men had the modeſty to write, and others, 
throughout the continent, the credulity to be- 
lieve, that we buried from one hundred to one 
hundred and fifty . Thouſands were ſwept off 


NOTES. 
people are interred indiſcriminately in three tiers of 
coffins. From the moſt accurate obſervations I can make 


upon matters, I think | ſpeak within bounds, when I ſay, 


eighteen hundred perſons have periſhed (I do not ſay all 
of the yellow fever) fince its firſt appearance.” 


From the Maryland Journal, of Sept. 27th. 

Extract of a letter from Philadelphia, dated Sept, 20th, 
The diſorder ſeems to be much the ſame in this place, 
as when I laſt wrote you: about 1500 have fallen 
victims to it, Laſt Sunday, Monday, and Tueſday, | 
there were not Jeſs than 350 died with this ſevere diſor- 
der!!! As J informed you before, this is the moſt diſ- 
trefſed place I ever beheld. Whole families go in the dif. 
order, in the courſe of twelve hours. For your own 
ſakes, uſe all poſſible means to keep it out of Balti- 
more.” Loans 

Extradt of a letter from Philadelphia, of the ſame date, 
« The malignant fever which prevails here, is ſtill in- 
creaſing. Report ſays, that above one hundred have 
been buried per day for ſome time paſt. It is now 
thought to be more infectious than ever. I think you 
ought to be very careful with reſpe& to admitting per- 
ſons from Philadelphia into your town.“ 


1 

in three or four weeks v. And the nature and 
danger of the diſorder, were as much miſrepre- 
ſented, as the number of the dead. It was ſaid, 
in defiance of every day's experience, to be as 
inevitable by all expoſed to the contagion, as tie: 
ftroke of fate. 


The effects produced by theſe letters, were 
ſuch as might be reaſonably expected. The con- 
ſternation ſpread through the ſeveral ſtates like 
wild- fire. The firſt public act that took place on 


the ſubject, as far as I can learn, was at Cheſter- 
town, in Maryland. At this place, a meeting was 
held on the 1cth of September, at which ſeveral 
reſolves were entered into, which, after ſpecity- 


NOTE, 


* From a Cheſtertown paper, of Sept. 10. 

Extra of a Letter from a reſpectable young mechanic, in Ph la- 
delphia, to his friend in this ton, dated the 5th inſt, 
„„It. is now a very mortal time in this city. The yellow. 
&* fever hath killed /me thou/ands of the inhabitants. Eight 
„ thouſand mechanics, beſides other people, have left the 
_* town. Every maſter in the city of our branch of buſineſs 
„ 1s gone.” Theme thouſand,” that were killed at that 
time did not amount to three hundred. The authentic infor- 
mation in this letter, was circulated in every ſtate in the 

union, by the news papers. 
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ing that the diſorder had extended to Trenton, 
Princeton, Woodbridge, and Elizabeth- town, 


on the poſt road to New-York, directed, that 


notice ſnould be ſent to the owners of the ſtages 


not to allow them to paſs through the town, 
while there ſhould be reaſon to expect danger 


therefrom; that a committee of health and in- 
ſpection ſhould be appointed, to provide for 


the relief of ſuch poor inhabitants as might 


take the diſorder, and likewiſe for ſuch ſtran- 
gers as might be infected with it. They at 
the ſame time appointed ſeven perſons as this 
committee, with power to call a general meet- 
ing in particular ſpecified caſes. In conſe- 
quence of theſe reſolves, the Eaſtern ſhore line 
of ſtages was ſtopt in the courſe of a few days 
afterwards. 85 


The alarm in New Vork vas firſt officially 
announced by a letter from the mayor to the 
practiſing phyſicians, dated Sept. 11, in which 

he requeſted them to report to him in writing 
the names of all ſuch perſons as had arrived, or 
ſhould arrive from Philadelphia, or any other 
place, by land or water, and were or ſhould be 


fick; that ſuch as ſhould be deemed ſubjects of 


1 

infectious diſeaſes, might be removed out of the 
city. He notified them, that the corporation 
had taken meaſures to provide a proper place 
for an hoſpital, for ſuch perſons as might un- 
happily become ſubjects of the fever in New 
York. In this letter the mayor declared his opi- 
nion clearly, that the intercourſe with Philadel- 
phia, could not be lawfully interrupted by any 
power in the ſtate. The 12th appeared a procla- 
mation from governor Clinton, which, referring 

to the act to prevent the bringing in, and 
e ſpreading of infectious diſorders,” prohibited, 
in the terms of that act, all veſſels from Philadel- 
phia, to approach nearer to the city of New York, 
than Bedlow's iſland, about two miles diſtant, till 
duly diſcharged. The filence of this proclama- 
tion, reſpecting paſſengers by land, ſeemed to 
imply that the governor's opinion on the ſubject, 
was the ſame as that of the mayor, 


The ſame day, at a meeting of the citizens, 
the neceſſity of taking ſome precautions was 
unanimouſly agreed upon, and a committee of 
| ſeven appointed to report a plan to a meet- 
ing to be held next day. Their report, which 
was unanimouſly agreed to, the 13th, recom- 


— — —⅝ ——— — 2 — — 
„„ eee, * Bax 8 . 


rr Eenens x hon ant I ens onde 


— — 
„ —— — ry — 
rr mie 2 


6 
mended to hire two phyſicians, to aſſiſt the 
phyſician of the port in his examinations of 
veſſels; to check, as much as poſſible, the inter- 
courſe by ſtages; to acquaint the proprietors 
of the ſouthern ſtages, that it was the earneſt 
wiſh of the inhabitants, that their carriages and 
boats ſhould not paſs during the prevalence of 
the diſorder in Philadelphia; and to requeſt the 
practitioners of phyſic to report, without fail, 
every caſe of fever, to which they might be 
called, occurring in any perſons that had or 
might arrive from Philadelphia, or have inter- 


courſe with them. Not ſatisfied with theſe 


meaſures, the corporation, on the 17th, came 
to a reſolution to ſtop all intercourſe between 


the two cities; and for this purpoſe guards were 
placed at the different landings, with orders to 


ſend back every perſon coming from Philadel- 
phia; and if any were diſcovered to have ar- 
rived after that date, they were to be directly 
ſent back. All perſons taking in lodgers, were 
called upon to give information of all people 
of che above deſcription, under pain of being 
proſecuted according to law. All good citizens 
were required to give information to the mayor, 
or any member of the committee, of any breach 
in the premiſes. 


8 

All theſe ſtrict precautions being eluded by 
the fears and the vigilance of the fugitives from 
Philadelphia, on the 23d there was a meeting 
held, of delegates from the ſeveral wards of the 
city, in order to adopt more effectual meaſures. 
At this meeting, it was reſolved to eſtabliſh a 
night watch of not leſs than ten citizens in each 
ward, to guard againſt ſuch as might eſcape them 

by day. Not yet eaſed of their fears, they next 
day publiſhed an addreſs, in which they men- 
tioned, that notwithſtanding their utmoſt vigi- 
lance, many perſons had been clandeſtinely land- 
ed upon the ſhores of New York iſland. They 
therefore again called upon their fellow citizens 
to be cautious how they received ſtrangers into 


their houſes; not to fail to report all ſuch to 


the mayor immediately upon their arrival; to 
remember the importance of the occaſion; and 
to conſider what reply they ſhould make to the 
Juſt reſen:ment of their fellow citizens, whoſe 
lives they might expoſe by a criminal neglect, 
or infidelity. They likewiſe declared their ex- 
pectation, that thoſe who kept the different 
ferries on the ſhores of New Jerſey and Staten 
iſland, would pay ſuch attention to their ad- 
dreſs, as not to tranſport any perſon but to the 


( 42 ) 
public landings, and that in the day time, be- 
tween ſun and ſun. The 3oth they publiſhed 
a lengihy addreſs, recapitulating the various pre- 
cautions they had taken the nature of the dif- 
order and the numbers who had died out of 
Philadelphia, without communicating it to any 
one. They at the ſame time reſolved, that 


goods, bedding, and clothing, packed up in 


Philadelphia, ſhould, previous to their being 
brought into New York, be unpacked and ex- 


poſed to the open air in ſome well-ventilated 
place, for at leaſt 48 hours; that all linen or 
cotton clothes, or bedding which had been uſed; 
| ſhould be well waſhed in ſeveral waters; and af- 
* terwards, that the whole, both ſuch as had been, 


and ſuch as had not been uſed, ſhould be hung 


up in a cloſe room, and well ſmoked with the 


f mes of brimſtone for one day, and after that 


again expoſed for at leaſt twenty-four hours to 
the open air; and that the boxes, trunks, or 


cheſts, in which they had been packed, ſhould 
be cleaned and aired in the ſame manner; after 
which, being repacked, and ſuch evidence given 
of their purification, as the committee ſhould 


require, permiſſion might be had to bring the 


into the city. 
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The 11th of October, they likewiſe reſolved, 
that they would conſider and publiſh to the 


world, as enemies to the welfare of the city, and 
the lives of its inhabitants, all thoſe who ſhould 


be ſo ſelfiſh and hardy, as to attempt to intro- 


duce any goods, wares, merchandize, bedding, 
baggage, &c. imported from, or packed up 


5 in Philadelphia, contrary to the rules preſcribed 
by that body, who were, they faid, deputed 
to expreſs the will of their fellow citizens. 


They recommended to the inhabitants to with- 


ſtand any temptation of profit, which might 


attend the purchaſe of goods in Philadelphia, 
as no emolument to an individual, they added, 
could warrant the hazard to which ſuch con- 
duct might expoſe the city. Beſides all theſe 
reſolves, they publiſhed daily ſtatements of the 
health of the city, to allay the fears of their fel- 
low citizens, 


I did not chooſe to interrupt this account of 
the proceedings of the committee of health, to 
mention, in order of time, that the clergy of 
New York had a meeting, on the 16th of Sep- 
tember, and unanimouſly agreed to ſet apart 
Friday the 20th, as a day of humilation, faſt- 
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ing, and prayer to Almighty God, for the pre- 


ſervation of their city from the fever, and for 
the comfort and ſupport of their brethren in 


Philadelphia, in the ſcaſon of their diſtreſs. The 


Dutch ſynod of New York had a meeting the 


firſt week in October, at which they agreed that 
thoſe churches under their care, which had not 
yet obſerved a day of faſting and prayer, ſhould 
devote the ſecond OI.” in November to 


that purpoſe. 


The inhabitants of Ped and Lamberton 
aſſociated on the 13th of Sept. and on the 17th 


paſſed ſeveral reſolutions to guard themſelves 


againſt the contagion. They reſolved that a total 
ſtop ſhould be put to the landing of all perſons 
from Philadelphia, at any ferry or place from 


Lamberton to Howell's ferry, four miles above 


Trenton; that the intercourſe by water ſhould be 
prohibited between Lamberton, or the head of 
tide water, and Philadelphia ; and that all boats 
from Philadelphia, ſhould be prevented from land- 


ing either goods or paſſengers any where between 


Bordentown and the head of tide water, that no 
perſon whatever ſhould be permitted to come 


from' Philadelphia, or * while the 


1 
fever continued; that all perſons who ſhould go 


from within the limits of the aſſociation, to either 


of thoſe places, ſhould be prevented from return- | 


ing during the continuance of the fever; and 
finally, that their ſtanding committee ſhould-en- 
quire whether any perſons, not inhabitants, who 
had lately come from places infected, and were 


therefore likely to be infected themſelves, were 
within the limits of the aſſociation, and if ſo, that 
they ſhould be obliged inſtantly to leave the faid 
limits. The people of Jerſey obſerved the ſt 
of October, as a day of faſting and prayer, for 
the ſame purpoſe as thoſe of New York. 


The 12th of September, the governor of Ma- 
ryland publiſhed a proclamation, ſubjecting all 
veſſels from Philadelphia to the performance 
of a quarantine, not exceeding forty days, or 
as much leſs as might be judged ſafe by the 
health officers. It further urdered, that all 
perſons going to Baltimore, to Havre de Grace, 
to the head of Elk, or, by any other route, 


making their way into that ſtate from Phila- 


delphia, or any other place known to be infect- 


ed with the malignant fever, ſhould he ſubject 


to be examined, and prevented from proceed- 
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ing, by perſons to be appointed for that pur- 
poſe, and who were to take the advice and 
opinion of the medical faculty in every caſe, in 
order that private affairs and purſuits might 
not be unneceſſarily impeded. This procla- 
mation appointed two health officers for Balti- 
more. 


Ihe people of Baltimore met the 13th of 
September, and reſolved that none of their ci- 
tizens ſhould receive into their houſes any per- 
ſons coming from Philadelphia, or other in- 
ſected place, without producing a certificate 
from the health officer, or officer of patrole; 
and that any perſon who violated that reſolve, 
ſhould be held up to public view, as a proper 
object for the reſentment of the town, The 
14th, a party of militia was diſpatched to take 
poſſeſſion of a paſs on the Philadelphia road, 
about two miles from Baltimore, to prevent the 
entrance of any paſſengers from Philadelphia 
without licenſe, Dr. Worthington, the health 
officer ſtationed at this paſs, was directed to 
refuſe permiſſion to perſons afflicted with any 
malignant complaint, or who had not been ab- 


ſent from Philadelphia, or other infected place, 


1 
at leaſt ſeven days. The weſtern ſhore line of 
ge Ui ſtages was "ou" about the 18th 


or 19th. 


The zoth, the committee of health reſolved 


that no inhabitant of Baltimere, who ſhould 


viſit perſons from Philadelpitia, while perform- 
ing quarantine, ſhould be permitted to enter 


the town, until the time of quarantine was ex- 


pired, and until it was certainly known that the 
perſons he had viſited were free from the infec- 
tion; and that thenceforward no goods capable 


of conveying infection, that had been landed or 
packed up in Philadelphia, or other infected 
place, ſhould be permitted to enter the town— 
nor ſhould any baggage of travellers be admit- 
ted, until it had been expoſed to the open air 


ſuch length of time as the health officer might 


direct. 


The 25th of September, the inhabitants of 
Havre de Grace, reſolved that no perſon ſhould 
be allowed to croſs the Suſquehannah river at 
that place, who did not bring a certificate of his 
not having lately come from Philadelphia, or 
any other infected place; and that the citizens of 
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| Havre would embody themſelves to prevent any 


one from croſſing without ſuch a certificate. 


At Hagerſtown, on the 3d of October, it was 
reſolved, that no citizen ſhould receive into 
his houſe any perſon coming from Philadelphia, 


ſuppoſed to be infected with the malignant fever, 
until he or ſhe produced a certificate from a 


health officer; that ſhould any citizen contra- 
vene the above reſolution, he ſhould be proſcrib- 


ed from all ſociety with his fellow citizens; that 
the clothing ſent to the troops then in that town, 
ſhould not be received there, nor ſuffered to 


come within ſeven miles thereof; that if any 
perſon from Philadelphia, or other infe&ed 
place, ſhould arrive there, he ſhould be required 
inſtantly to depart, and in caſe of refuſal or neg- 
let, be compelled to go without delay; that 
no merchant, or other perſon, ſhould be permit- 
ted to bring into the town, or open therein, 
any goods brought from Philadelphia, or other 


infected place, until permitted by the com- 


mittee; and that the citizens of the town, and 
its vicinity, ſhould enrol themſelves as a guard, 
and patrole ſuch roads and paſſes as the com- 
mittse ſhould direct. 
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The governor of Virginia, on the 17th of 


September, iſſued a proclamation, ordering all 
veſſels from Philadelphia, the Grenades, and the 
_ Iſland of Tobago, to perform a quarantine of 


twenty days, at the anchorage ground off Cra- 


ney iſland, near the mouth of Elizabeth river. 


The corporation of Alexandria ſtationed a 


| look-out boat, to prevent all veſſels bound to 


that port, from approaching nearer than one 


mile, until after examination by the health of- 


ficer. 


The people of Winchefter placed 3 at 
every avenue of the, town leading from the Pa- 
tomac, to ſtop all ſuſpected perſons, packages, 


c. coming from Philadelphia, till the health 


officers ſnould inſpect them, and either forbid 
or allow them to paſs. b 
| 1 

The legiſlature of Maſſachuſetts happened to 


be actually in ſeſſion at the time the alarm 


ſpread; and they accordingly paſſed an expreſs 


act for guarding againſt the impending danger. 
This act directed that the ſelectmen in the diſ- 


| ferent towns ſhould be authoriſed to ſtop and 
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examine any perſons, baggage, merchandize, 
or effects, coming, or ſuppoſed to be com- 


ing into the towns Nee from Philadel- ä 


phia, or other place infected, or ſuppoſed to be 
infected; and ſhould it appear to them, or to 


any officers whom they ſhould appoint, that 


any danger of infection was to be apprehended 
from ſuch perſons, effefts, baggage, or mer- 


chandize, they were authoriſed to detain or 
remove the ſame to ſuch place as they might 
ſee proper, in order that they might be puri - 
fied from infection; or to place any perſons ſo 


coming, in ſuch places, and under ſuch regu- 


lations as they might judge neceſſary for the 


public ſafety. In purſuance of this act, the go- 


vernor iſſued a proclamatibn t to carry it into  f- . 
fect. the 2rft of MR 


The ſelectmen of Boſton, on the 1 plac pub- 


| liſhed their regulations of quarantine, which 


ordered, that on the arrival of any veſſel from 
Philadelphia, ſhe ſhould be detained at, Or near 
Rainsford's Iſland, to perform a quarantine not 


_ exceeding thirty days, during which time the 
| ſhould be cleanſed with vinegar, and the. ex- 


ploſion of gunpowder between the decks and 


0-87) 

in the cabin, even though there were no ſick 
perſons on board; that in caſe there ſhould be 
ſick on board; they ſhould be removed to an 
hoſpital, where they ſhould be | detained till 
they recovered; or were long enough to aſcer- 
tain that they had not the infection; that every 
veſſel; performing quarantine, ſhould be de- 
prived of its boat, and no boat ſuffered to ap- 
proach it, but by ſpecial permiſſion ; that if any 
perſon ſhould eſcape, he ſhould be inſtantly ad- 
vertiſed, in order that he might be apprehended ;z 
that any perſons coming by land from Philadel- 
phia, . ſhould» not be allowed to enter Boſton, 
until twenty-one days aſter their arrival, and 
their effects, baggage, and merchandize ſhould 
be opened, waſhed, and fumigated with vinegar 
and repeated exploſions of gunpowder. In the 
concluſion, the ſelectmen called upon the inhabi-. 
tants © to uſe their utmoſt vigilance and activity 
to bring to condign puniſhment. any perſon who 
ſhould be ſo daring and loſt to every idea of 
humanity, as to come into the town from any 
place ſuppoſed to be infected, werchr endanger- 
ins; the lives of theſe jello men.“ 


The be goyemor of Rhode Iland, the 21ſt of 
R 2 


courſe betw-een it and Philadephia. 
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September, iſſued a proclamation, directing the 


town councils and other officers, to uſe their 


_ utmoſt vigilance to cauſe the law to prevent 


the ſpreading of contagious diſorders to be moſt 


ſtrictly executed, more eſpecially with reſpect 
to all veſſels which ſhould arrive in that late 
from the Weſt Indies, Philadelphia, and New- 
Tork; the extenſion to the latter place was ow- 


ing to the danger apprehended from the inter- 


The 28th of September, the governor of 


North Carolina publiſhed his proclamation, re- 


quiring the commiſſioners of navigation in the 


different ports, and the commiſſioners of the 


different towns in the ſaid ſtate, to appoint cer- 


_ tain places, where all veſſels from the port of 


Philadelphia, or any other place where the ma- 
lignant fever might prevail, ſhould perform 
quarantine for ſuch number of he oth as they 


might think * 


The inhabitants of Charleſton do not ſeem to 
have been far behind their neighbours, in their 
apprehenſions or their cautions. The 8th of OR. 
they had a meeting, at which they reſolved, 


ca) 


that no veſſel from the river Delaware, eiter 
directly or after having touched at any other 
port of the united ſtates, ſhould be permitted to 
paſs Charleſton bar, till the citizens have again 
aſſembled, and declared themſelves ſatisfied that 
the diſorder has ceaſed in Philadelphia. If any 
: veſſe], contrary thereto, ſhould craſs the bar, 
his excellency ſhould be requeſted to compel | 
It to quit the port, and return to ſea. Before 
this meeting, veſſels from Philadelphia had been 
_ obliged to perform quarantine ; but by what 

regulation, 1 cannot aſcertain. 


The governor of Georgia, on the 4th of 
October, publiſhed a proclamation, ordering all 
veſſels from Philadelphia, which. ſhould arrive 
in Savannah river, to remain in Tybee creek, or 
in other parts at like diſtance from the town, 
until the health officer of the port ſbould, on 

examination, certify, that no malignant or con- 
tagious diſeaſe was on board. All perſons con- 
travening this proclamation, were to be proſe- 
cuted, and ſubjected to the pains and penalties 

* law pointed out. 


The people of Auguſta, in that ſtate, were 


my 
/ 
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as active and vigilant as their northern neigh- 


bours, to guard againſt the threatening dangers, 


While our citizens were thus proſcribed i in ſe- 
veral cities and towns—hunted up like felons 


in ſome — and Aebarred admittance and turned 


back in others, whether ſound or infected it 
is with extreme ſatisfaction I have to record a 
conduct totally different, which cannot fail to 


make an indelible impreſſion on the minds of the - 
people of Philadelphia, and call dat eh moſt 
lively emotions of FREIE © 


A reſpectable number of the inhabitants of 
Springfield, in New Jerſey, met the firſt day 


of October, and after a full conſideration of the 


diſtreſſes' of our citizens, paſſed a-reſolve, offer- 
ing their town as an aſylum to the people flying 


from Philadelphia, and directing their committee 


to provide a ſuitable place as an hoſpital for ſuch 


of chem as might be ſcized with the prevailing 
malignant fever, | 


I have ha n by a TY of ale 
that the inhabitants of Elizabeth town have 
purſued the ſame liberal plan as thoſe of 


S pringficld ; but have not been able to dene 
3 


. 
a copy of Sls reſolyes, or proceedings « on the 5 
ſubject. 


An aſylum has likewiſe been offered to Phila- 
delphians, by ſeveral of the inhabitants of Elk-, 
ton, in Maryland; and the offer was couched. 
in terms of the utmoſt {ympathy for our ſuf- 
| * 


">" inflances of this 1 through this ex- 
tenſive country, have been very few; but they 
are therefore only the more precious, and 

ought to be held up to public approbation. 

May they operate on people, at a future day, 

in ſimilar caſes of dreadful calamity—and | 

teach them to temper their caution with as 
much humanity and tenderneſs to the diſtreſſed 
fugitives as prudence will allow. and not in- 


volve in one indiſcriminate proſcription the 
healthy and infected, 


"a the mean time, the ſituation of affairs in 
Philadelphia, became daily more and more ſeri- 
ous. The three guardians of the poor for the 
City, who, as I have ſaid, continued to act, were 
quite oppreſſed with the labours of their 4 
which increaſed to ſuch a degree, that they 
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were utterly unable to execute them, The num- 


ber of diſeaſed perſons became very great. 
Owing ta the general terror, nurſes, carters, 
and attendants could hardly be procured. Thus 
circumſtanced, the mayor of the city, on the 
10th of September, publiſhed an addreſs to the 


citizens, announcing that the guardians of the 
poor, who remained, were in diſtreſs for want 
ol aſſiſtance, and inviting ſuch benevolent citi- 


zens as felt for the general diſtreſs, to lend their 


meeting of the citizens was held at the city 
hall, on the 12th of September, at which very 
few attended, from the univerſal conſternation 
that prevailed. The ſtate of the poor was fully 


conſidered ; and ten citizens, Iſrael Iſrael, Sa- 


muel Wetherill, Thomas Wiſtar, Andrew Ad- 


gate, Caleb Lownes, Henry Deforeſt, Thomas | 


Peters, Joſeph Inſkeep, Stephen Girard, and 


John Maſon, offered themſelves to aſſiſt the 
guardians of the poor. At this meeting, a com- 


mittee was appointed to confer with the phyſi- 
cians who had the care of Buſh-hill, This 
committee reported next evening, that the 


hoſpital was in very bad order, and in want of 
almoſt every TOM. 
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aid. In conſequence of this advertiſement, a a 
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The 14th, another meeting was held, when the 
urgent neceſſities of the ſick being fully conſi- 
dered, it was reſolved to borrow 1 500 dollars of 
the bank of North America, for the purpoſe of 
procuring ſuitable accommodations for the uſe 
of perſons afflifted with the prevailing malig- 
nant fever. At this meeting, a committee was 
appointed to tranſact the whole of the buſineſs 
relative to the relief of the ſick, and the procur- 
ing of phyſicians, nurſes, attendants, &c. This 
is the committee, which, by virtue of that ap- 
pointment, has, from that day to the preſent 
time, watched over the ſick, the poor, the wi- 

dow, and the orphan. It is worthy of remark, 
and may encourage others in times of public ca- 
lamity, that this committee conſiſted originally 
of only twenty-ſix perſons, men taken from 
the middle walks of life, and of the moderate 
Pitch of abilities; of theſe, four, Andrew Ad- 

gate, Jonathan Dickinſon Sargeant, Daniel Of. 
fley, and Joſeph Inſkeep, died, the two firſt at 
an early period of their labours—and four ne- 
ver attended to the appointment. The heat 
and burden of the day” have therefore been 
borne by eighteen perſons, whoſe exertions have 
been ſa highly favoured by providence, that 
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they have böen the | inſtruments of averting the 
progreſs of deſtruction, eminently relieving the ; 
diſtreſſed, and ' reſtoring confidence to the ter- 


rified inhabitants of Philadelphia, Tt is honour- 
able to this committee,” that from the time of 
their organization to the preſent, they have liv- 


| ed together in more harmony than is generally 


to be met with in * or ena num- 
ber. 


Never, perhaps, was there a city in the ſitu- 


ation of Philadelphia at this period. The preſi- 


dent of the united ſtates, according to his an- 
nual cuſtom, had removed to Mount Vernon, 
with his houſehold. Moſt, if not all of the 


other officers of the federal government were 


abſent. The governor, who had been ſick, had 
gone, by directions of his phyſician, to his coun- 
try ſeat near the falls of Schuylkill and nearly 
the whole of the officers of the ſtate had likewiſe 


_ retired, —The magiſtrates of the city, except 


the mayor, and John Barclay, Eid were away, as 
were moſt of thoſe of the liberties. Of the'fitua- 


tion of the guru of the poor I have alzeady 
made mention. In fact, government of every 


kind was almoſt wholly vacated, and ſeemed, by 
univerſal conſent,.to be veſted in the committee, 


— 
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on the 1 TOY committee refolved, that 
three members of bein board ſhould attend 
daily at the city hall, to receive applications 
for relief, to provide for the burial of the dead, 
and the conveyance to Buſhhill of all perſons: la- 
bouring under the fever, who might be willing 
to go there. This order was ſoon reſcinded, it 
being found neceſſary for'all Me EI: to at 
tend at the hall. 


This 33 a ae 1 to which 
the moſt glowing. pencil could hardly do juſtice, 
Stephen Girard, a wealthy merchant, a native of 
France, touched with the wretched fituation of 
| the ſyfferers_ at Buſbhill, voluntarily and unex- 
pectedly offered to ſuperintend that hoſpital. The 
ſurpriſe and ſatisfaction, excited by this extraor- 

dinary effort of humanity, can be better con- 
Cceͤived than expreſſed. Peter Helm, a native of 
Pennſylvania, actuated by the like benevolent 
motiyes, offered his ſeryices in the ſame depart- 
ment. Their offers were accepted, and the ſame 
aſternoon they entered on the execution wn 
fheir dangerous and praiſemaryhy affice, a 


- 


Jo form. a juſt POE of the valye of the 
offe of theſe men, it is neceſſary to e into 
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full conſideration the general ' conſternation, 
which at that period pervaded every quarter of 
the city, and which made attendance on the fick 
| be regarded as little leſs than a certain facrifice. 
 Uninfluenced by any reflections of this kind, wich- 
out any poſſible inducement but the pureſt motives 
of humanity, they came forward, and offered 
themſelves as the forlorn hope of the committee. 
I truſt that the gratitude of their fellow citizens 
will re. nain as long as the memory of their bene- 
ficent conduct, which I hope will not die with the 
preſent generation. While I am on thus ſubject, 
let me add, that from the time of 

this office to the preſent, they have attended un- 
interruptedly, for fix, ſeven, or eight hours a day, 
renouncing almoſt every care of private affairs. 
They have had a laborious tour of duty to 
perform to encourage and comfort the fick—to 
hand them neceſſaries and medicines—to wipe 
the ſweat off their brows — and to perform 
many diſguſting offices of kindneſs for them, 
which nothing could render tolerable, but the 
exalted motives that 5815 chem t "108 
heroic conduct. e 


On as int the managers of Bt, fer 


Finn, © 


perſonal inſpestion of the ſtate. of affairs there, 


made report of its ſituation, which was truly 


of human miſery as ever exiſted. A profligate, 


any of good character could at that time be 
procured), rioted on the proviſions and com- 
forts prepared for the ſick, who (unleſs at the 
hours when the doctors attended) were left al- 
moſt entirely deſtitute of every aſſiſtance. The 


| together, The ordure and other evacuations of 
the ſick, were allowed to remain in the moſt 
offenſive ſtate imaginable. Not the ſmalleſt ap- 


pearance of order or regularity exiſted. It was, 


in fact, a great human ſlaughter houſe, where 
numerous victims were immolated at the altar 

of riot and intemperance. No wonder, then, 

chat 4 general dread: of the place preyailed | 


through the city, and that a removal to it was 


 bonlidered as the ſeal of death. In conſequence, 


there were various inſtances of ſick - perſons 
locking their rooms and reſiſting every attempt 
to carry them away. At length, the poor were 


ſo much afraid of being ſent to Buſhhill, that 


they would not acknowledge their illneſs, until 


deplorable. It exhibited as wretched a picture 
abandoned ſet of nurſes and attendants (hardly. 


dying and dead were indiſcriminately mingled” 


” 
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to be obſerved, that the fear” of the contagion 
was fo prevalent,” that as ſoon as any one Was 
taken fick, an alarm was ſpread among the 


ple "forced: 
though 1 8 under only common colds, 
and common fall fevers,” are:mimerous and 4 
fficting. There were not wanting inſtances of 
perſons, only Nightly Ill, being: ſent to Buſhhill,- 
by their panic- ſtruck neighbours, and embrace“ 
ing the firſt opportunity of running back to 
Philadelphia. But the caſe was ſoon altered un- 
der the direction of the two managers, Girard 


h 
; iel o'r podle bo bondeil le. For it i: 


neighbours, and every effort was uſed to” have 


the fick perſon hurried off to Buſhhill, to avoid 


ſpreading the e The caſes of poor pes- 
this way to that hoſpital, 


and Helm: They introduced: ſuch order and 


regularity, and had the patients treated with ſo, 
much care and tenderneſs,” that they retrieved: | 


the character of the hoſpital; and in the courſe: 


of a week or two, numbers of: ſick people, who; 


had not at home proper perſons to nurſe them, 
applied to be ſent to Buſnnhill. Indeed, in the end 
fo: many people, who were afflicted with other: 
diſorders, procured admittance there, that it be- 


came neceſſary to paſs a reſolve, that before an 


6) 


5 ondes; . admiſton. ſhould be granted, a et. 
| cate muſt be produced from à phyſician, that 

; the Fenk an R 
3 Te ee An the city hall wy 
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to a place of interment, and the ſic to the hoſ- 
pital. From their organizatio to the preſent 
Enke. they, haue. moſt warning, attended 


Neither the Sa els = Cats till 'to- 
wards the middle of October, nor the afflicting 
7 loſs of four very active members, in quick ſuc- 
cCeſſion, appalled them. That the mortality would 
have been incomparably. greater, but ſor their 
active interpoſitignʒ is beyond duubt; as moſt 
of thoſe who went to Buſhhill, and died there, 
would haye otherwiſe died in the city, and 

ſpread the contagion: and the dead bodies 
would have remained putrifying in deſerted 
hquſes in every part oſ the city, and — . 


23 ꝗlreadfully as, the plague itſelf In fact, at the 


|  ximpe they entered on the execution of the dan- 
gerous office they nacrtiont there were ound 
ſcyeral bodies that had. lain in this tate + be * 
e e en eee ee 
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In the paved of the Aſter; the committee 
found the calls on their humanity increaſe. The- 


numerous deaths of heads of families left a very 


large body of children in a moſt abandoned, for- 
lorn ſtate. The bettering houſe, in which fuch 
helpleſs objects have been uſually placed hereto- 


' fore, was barred againſt them, by the order which 


I have already mentioned. Many of theſe little 
innocents were actually ſuffering for want of 
even common neceſſaries. The deaths of their 
parents and protectors, which ſhould have been 
the ſtrongeſt recommendation to public charity, 
was the very reaſon of their diſtreſs, and of their 
being ſhunned as a peſtilence. The children of a 
family once in eafy circumſtances, ' were found 
in a blackſmith's ſhop, ſqualid, dirty, and half 
ſtarved, having been for a conſiderable time 
without even bread to eat, Various inſtances of 
a ſimilar nature occurred. This evil early caught 
the attention of the committee; and on the 19th 
of September, they hired a houſe in Fifth-ftreer, 
in which they placed thirteen children. The 
number increaſing, on the 3d of October, they 
procured the Loganian library, which was ge- 
nerouſly given up by John Swanwick, Eſq. for 
the purpoſe of an orphan houſe. A further in- 


1 . iq 
| treaſe of their little charge, rendered it neceſſary | 
do build ſome additions to the library, which are Mi 
now finiſhed, and are nearly half as large as that 4 
building. At preſent, there are in the houſe, un- = 
| der the care of the orphan committee, above | | 
| eighty children, and about forty are out with 
wet nurſes. From the origin of the inſtitution, 
one hundred and fixty children have fallen un- 
der their cart, of whom ſeven are dead, all of 
whom, except one, were ſucking children; and i 
about thirty have been delivered to their rela- —_— 
tions or. friends. There are inſtances of five _=_ 
and fix children of a ſingle family in the houſe. 


Another duty ſoon attracted the attention of 
the committee, The flight of ſo many of our ci- 
tizens, the conſequent ſtagnation of buſineſs, and 
the almoſt total ceſſation of the labours of the 
guardians of the poor, brought on among the Wl 
lower claſſes of the people, a great degree of = 
diſtreſs, which loudly demanded the interpoſi- | 
tion of the humane. In conſequence, on the = 
20th of September, a ſub- committee of diſtribu- _ | 
tion was appointed, to furniſh ſuch aſliſtance to 1 
deſerving xs as their reſpective caſes might | _— 
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require, and the funds allow“. This was at firſt 
adminiſtered ſparingly, owing to the confined 
ſtate of their finances. But the very extraordi- 
nary liberality of our fugitive fellow citizens, of 
the citizens of New York, and of thoſe of va- 
rious towns and townſhips, encouraged the 
committee to extend their views. And frequent 
impoſitions being attempted on them, they, on 
the 14th of October, called to their afliſtance a 
number of reſpectable characters in the different 
parts of the city and liberties, to ſeek out and 
give recommendations to deſerving objects in 
diſtreſs. Theſe gentlemen have undertaken this 
troubleſome office, which they execute with ſo 
much circumſpection, as to defeat the arts of 
impoſtors. At preſent, there are about twelve 
hundred people relie ved weekly, moſt of whom 
have conſiderable families, ſome of four, ſix, 
and eight perſons. The number, therefore, de- 
pending on the committee for aſſiſtance, is pro- 
bably above four thouſand. The gradual revival 
„They had, in addition to the firſt loan from the bank of North 
America, borrowed 5000 dollars from the ſame inſtitution, making 
in the whole 6500, erg | | 
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of buſineſs promiſes to reſcue ſome of theſe peo- 


ple ſpeedily from the humiliation of a depen- 
dence on public charity; and the organization 


of the guardians of the poor will make 2 


for the remainder. 


From this time, the proceedings of the com- 

mittee went on in a regular, uniform tenor, 
every day like the paſt, without any thing re- 
markable occurring, worth recording. For above 
five weeks of the time they have been employ- 
ed, the moſt dreary proſpects appeared before 
them. The number of perſons to be removed to 
Buſhhill daily, was for a long time from twenty 
to thirty and the number to be buried by 
their carters, was often equal. Theſe two cir- 
cumſtances, the removals to the hoſpital, and 
the perſons buried from the city-hall, were re- 
garded as the barometer, by which to judge of 
the ſtate of the diſeaſe; A's in general * were 
a 1 one. 


* 


The week, beginning Sunday the 27th of 


October, proved for the moſt part cold and raw. 

Northerly winds generally prevailed. Thurſday 

and Friday, there was a confiderable fall of rain. 
E 2 
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(68) 
A viſible alteration has already taken place in 
the ſtate of affairs in the city. Our friends return 

in crouds, Every hour, long-abſent and welcome 
faces appear—and in many inſtances, thoſe of 

| perſons, whom public fame has buried for weeks 
| paſt, The ſtores ſo long cloſed, are opening faſt. 
Some of the country merchants, bolder than 
others, are daily venturing in to their old place 
of ſupply. Market-ſtreet is almoſt as full of wag- 
gons as uſual. The cuſtom-houſe, for weeks near- 
ly deſerted by our mercantile people, is throng» 
ed by citizens entering their veſſels and goods 


T the ſtreets, too long the abode of gloom and 


deſpair, have aſſumed the buſtle ſuitable to 
the ſeaſon, The arrival in the city of our be- 
loved preſident gives us a flattering proſpect 
of the next: ſeſſion of congreſs being held 

here, And, in fine, as every thing, in the 
early ſtage. of the diſorder, ſeemed calculated ; 
to add to the general conſternation; ſo now, on 
the contrary, every circumſtance has a tendeney 
to revive the courage and hopes of our citizens. 


But we have to lament, that the ſame ſpirit of 


exaggeration and lying, that prevailed at a for- 
"mer period, and was the grand cauſe of the 
harſh meaſures adopted by our ſiſter ſtates, has 


( 6 ) 


not ceaſed to operate; for at the preſent mo- 


ment, when the danger is entirely done away, 
the credulous of our own citizens ſtill abſent, 
and of the country people, are ſtill alarmed by 
frightful rumours, of the diſorder raging with 
as much violence as ever; of numbers carried 
off, a few hours after their return; and of new 
caſes daily occurring. To what deſign to attri- 
bute theſe ſhameful tales, I know not. Were I to 
regard them in a ſpirit of reſentment, I ſhould 
be inclined to charge them to ſome ſecret, inte- 


reſted views of their authors, intent, if poſſible, 


to effect the entire deſtruction of our city. But 
I will not allow myſelf to conſider them in this 
point of light—and will even ſuppoſe they ariſe 
from a proneneſs to terrific, narration, natural 
to ſome men. But they ſhould conſider, that we 
are in the ſituation of the frogs in the fable— 


while theſe tales, which make the hair of the 
country people ſtand on end, are ſport to the fa- 


bricators, they are death to us. And I here aſſert, 

and defy contradiction, that of the whole num- 

ber of our fugitive citizens, who have already 

returned, amounting to ſome thouſands, not 

above two are dead—and theſe owe their fate 

0 the moſt ſhameful neglect of airing and 
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cleanſing their houſes, notwithſtanding the. vari- 
ous cautions publiſhed by the committee. If peo- 


ple will venture into houſes in which infected air 


has been pent up for weeks together, without 
any purification, we cannot be ſurprized at the 


_ conſequences, - however fatal they may be. But 
let not the cataſtrophe of a few incautious per- 


ſons operate to bring diſcredit on a city contain- 
ing above fifty thoulahg Te: 

4 At the time of ET theſe lines, the 10th of 
November, the committee look forward with 
pleaſure to the moment of ſurrendering up their 


_ truſt to a town meeting of their fellow citizens, 


the conſtituents by whom they were called into 


the extroardinary office they have filled. To 


them they will give an account of their ſtew- 


+ ardſhip in a time of diſtreſs, the like of which 


heaven avert from the people of America for- 
ever. They hope a candid conſtruction will be 
put upon their conduct - and that it will be be- 
lie ved that they have acted in every caſe that 
has come under their cognizance, according 
to the belt of their judgment. 


The ſympathy for our calamities diſplayed in 


(n 


various places, reflects the higheſt honour on 
their inhabitants, and demands our warmeſt 
gratitude, The inhabitants of Glouceſter county 


in New Jerſey, have the honour of being firſt 
in this laudable race. So early as the 3oth of 


September, they had a conſiderable ſum colle&-, | 


ed, with which they purchaſed a quantity of 
proviſions for the uſe of the hoſpital at Buſh- 
hill. They have from that time regularly con- 
tinued copious ſupplies twice a week. From a 
few citizens of Philadelphia, near Germantown, 
there have been received two thouſand dollars ; 
from others near Darby, fourteen hundred; 
from New York, five thouſand ; from a perſon 
unknown, five hundred; from Bucks“ county 


ſixteen hundred; from Delaware county twelve 


hundred; from Franklin county nearly five hun- 
dred; from Boſton ſundry articles eſtimated 


at twenty-five hundred ; and from ſundry other 
perſons and places, contributions equally liberal 


and honourable. 


The diſorder raged with increaſed violence, as 
the ſeaſon advanced towards the mild fall 
months. In the month of September, the mor- 
tality was much greater than in Auguſt ; and 
ſtill greater in October, to the 25th, than in Sep- 
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tember. What is very particularly worthy of atten- 
tion, is, that thoughall the hopes of the citizens 
reſted on cold and rain, eſpecially the latter, 
yet the diſorder was extinguiſhed with hardly 
any rain, and a very moderate degree of cold. 
The 26th may be ſet down as the day when the 
virulence of the fever expired, The deaths 
afterwards were moſtly of thoſe long ſick. 
Hardly any perſons have ſince taken it. That 
day was as warm as many of the. moſt fatal ones 
in the early part of the month. To account 
for this is perhaps. above our power. In fact, 
the whole of the diſorder, from its firſt appear- 


ance to its final cloſe, has ſet human wiſdom and 
calculation at defiance, 


* has it happened, that ſo large a pro- 
portion of the gentlemen of the faculty have 
ſunk beneath the labours of their very dangerous 
profeſſion, as on this occaſion. In little more 
than a month, excluſive of medical ſtudents, no 
leſs than ten phyſicians have been ſwept off, doc- 
tors Hutchinſon, Morris, Linn, Pennington, 
Dodds, Johnſon, Glentworth, Phile, Graham, 
and Green. Hardly one of the practiſing doctors 
that remained in the city, eſcaped ſickneſs 
ſome were three, four, and five times confined. 


1 
To the clergy it has likewiſe proved very fa - 
tal. Expoſed, in the exerciſe of the laſt duties 
to the dying, to equal danger with the phyſici- 
ans, it is not ſurpriſing that ſo many of them have 
fallen. Their names are, the rev. Alexander 
Murry, of the proteſtant epiſcopal church—the 
rev. F. A .Fleming and the rev. Laurence 
Graeſsl of the Roman catholic—the rev. John 
Winkhauſe, of the German reformed—the rev. 
James Sproat, of the preſbyterian—the rev. 
William Dougherty, of the methodiſt church 
and five preachers of the Friends Society, Daniel 
Offley, Huſon Langſtroth, Michael Minier, Re- 
becca Jones, and Charles Williams. Seven 
clergymen have been in the greateſt danger from 
this diſorder, the rev. R. Blackwell, rev. 
Joſeph Pilmore, rev. William Rogers, rev. 
Chriſtopher V. Keating, rev. Frederic Schmidt, 
the rev. Joſeph Turner, and the rev. Robert 
Antan; but they have all recovered, 


Among the women, the mortality has not by 
any means been ſo great, as among the men“. 


* In many congregations, the deaths of men have been twice as 
numerous as thoſe of women. 5 
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nor among the old and infirm as among the mid- 
dle- aged and robuſt. 


Io tiplers and drunkards, and to men who 
lived high, and were of a corpulent habit of 
body, this diſorder was very fatal. Of theſe, - 
many were ſeized, and the recoveries were very 
rare. 


Io the filles de joie, it has been equally fatal. 
The wretched debilitated ſtate of their conſtitu- 
tions, rendered them an eaſy prey to this dread- 
ful diſorder, which very ſoon terminated their 
miſerable career. . 5 


It has been dreadfully deſtructive among the 
poor. It is very probable, that at leaſt ſeven 
eighths of the number of the dead, were of that 
- clals. The inhabitants of dirty houſes have 
ſeverely expiated their negle& of cleanlineſs 
and decency, by the number of them that have 
fallen ſacrifices, Whole families in ſuch houſes 
have ſunk into one filent, undiſtinguiſhing 
ON... 0 


The mortality in confined ſtieets, ſmall al- 


1 


lies, and cloſe houſes, debarred of a free circu- 
lation of air, has exceeded, ina great proportion, 


that in the large ſtreets and well-aired houſes. In 
ſome of the allies, a third or fourth of the whole 


of the inhabitants are no more. In 3o houſes, the 
whole number in Pewter Platter alley, 32 peo- 
ple died: and in Market-ſtreet, in 170 houſes, 
only 39. The ſtreets in the ſuburbs that had the 
benefit of the country air, eſpecially towards the 
welt part of the city, have ſuffered little. Of the 
wide, airy ſtreets, none loſt ſo many people as 
Arch near Water-ſtreet, which may be account- 


ed for by its proximity to the original ſeat of the 
diſorder, It is to be particularly remarked, that 


in general, the more remote the ſtreets were 
from Water-ſtreet, the leſs they experienced 
of the calamity, 


From the effects of this diſorder, the F rench 
ſettled in Philadelphia, have been in a very re- 


markable degree exempt. To what this may be 
_ owing, is a ſubject deſerving particular inveſtiga- 


tion. By ſome it has been aſcribed to their de- 
ſpiſing the danger. But, though this may have 
had ſome effect, it will not certainly account 


for it altogether ; as it is well known that 


16 


many of the moſt courageous perſons in Phila- 
delphia, have been among its victims. By many 


of the French, the prevalence and mortality of 


the diſorder have been attributed to the vaſt 


quantities of crude and unwholſome fruits 
brought to our markets, and conſumed by all 


claſſes of people. , 


The effect of fear in prediſpoſing the body 
for this and, other diſorders, and increaſing their 


malignance, when taken, is well known. The 


following exception to the general rule, for the 
truth of which I pledge myſelf, is curious and 
intereſting. A young woman, whoſe fears were 


ſo yery prevalent, as not only to reader her un- 


happy from the commencement of the diſorder, 


but even to interfere with the happineſs of the 


family with whom ſhe lived, had to attend on 
ſeven perſons, all of whom were in a very dan- 


gerous ſtate, and one of whom died. Her at- 
tendance was aſſiduous and unremitted for 


nearly three weeks. Yet ſhe has never been in 
the ſlighteſt degree affected. 


At an early ſtage of the diſorder, the elders 
of the African church met, and offered their 


(77 ) 
| ſervices to the mayor, to procure nurſes for 
the ſick, and to aſſiſt in burying the dead. 


Their offers were accepted; and Abſalom Jones 
and Richard Allen undertook the former de- 


partment, that of furniſhing nurſes, and Wil- 


liam Gray, the latter the interment of the 


dead. The great demand for nurſes afforded 


an opportunity for impoſition, which was eager- 


ly ſeized by ſome of the vileſt of the blacks. 


They extorted two, three, four, and even five 
dollars a night for attendance, which would 
have been well paid by a ſingle dollar. Some of 
them were even detected in plundering the 
houſes of the ſick. But it is wrong to caſt a 
cenſure on the whole for this ſort of conduct, as 
many people have done. The ſervices of Jones, 
Allen, and Gray, and others of their colour, 
have been very great, and demand public grati- 
tude, 


When the yellow fever prevailed in South 


Carolina, the negroes, according to that accu- 
rate obſerver, Dr. Lining, where wholly free 
from it. © There is ſomething very ſingular 
« in the conſtitution of the negroes,” ſays he, 
« which renders them not liable to this fever ; 
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41 
te for though many of them were as much ex- 
ce poſed as the nurſes to this infection; yet I 
ce never knew one inſtance of this fever among 
« them, though they are equally ſubject with 
© the wiute people to the bilious fever.“ The 


fame idea prevailed for a conſiderable time in 
Philadelphia; but it was erroneous. They did 


not eſcape the diſorder; however, the number 
of them that were ſeized with it, was not great ; 
and, as I am informed hy an eminent doctor, 
ce it yielded to the power of medicine in them 
© more eaſily than in the whites.” . 


Thoſe who reflect on the many revolting 
caſes of cruelty and deſertion of friends and 
relations which occurred in Philadelphia, how- 
ever they may regret, cannot be ſurpriſed, that 
in the country and in various towns and cities, 
inhumanity ſhould be experienced by Philadel- 
phians from ſtrangers. The univerſal conſter- 
nation -extinguiſhed in people's breaſts the 


moſt honourable feelings of human nature ; 


and in this caſe, as in various others, the ſuſ- 


Eſſays and obſervations, vol. II. page 497. 


„ 
picion operated as injuriouſly as the reality. 
Many travellers from this city, exhauſted with 


fatigue and with hunger, have been refuſed 


all ſnelter and all ſuſtenance, and have fallen 
victims to the fears, not to the want of cha- 
rity, of thoſe to whom they applied for re- 
lief. Inſtances of this kind have occurred on 


almoſt every road leading from Philadelphia. 


People under ſuſpicion of having this diſorder, 


have been forced by their fellow travellers to 


quit the ſtages, and periſhed in the woods 
without a poſſibility of procuring any aſſiſtance. 
At Eaſton, in Maryland, a waggon-load of 


goods from Philadelphia, was actually burn- 


ed; and a woman, who came with it, was tar- 
red and feathered*. 


There is one fat reſpecting this diſorder, 


which renders it probable, that the exerciſe of 
the duties of humanity towards the fugitive 


Philadelphians, would not have been attended 
with the danger univerſally imagined. In defi- 


* Through miſinformation, this atrocious circumſtance was 
ſtated in the former edition to have happened at Milford, in 
Delaware ſtate. | 
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ance of all the reſolutions entered into by the in- 


habitants of various towns, many of our infect- 


ed citizens evaded their vigilance, and took 


refuge among them, and in only one or two 


caſes is it known that they communicated the 
infection—and even in theſe not mortally. 


Three perſons from Philadelphia died of this 
diſorder, in one houſe at Woodbury, in New 


Jerſey ; they had been attended during their 
üllneſs by the family, none of whom caught the 


infection. Six or ſeven died at Darby, as ma- 
ny at Germantown, and eight at Haddonfield, 


without communicating it to any of the inhabi- 


tants. A man from Philadelphia, of the name 
of Cornell, died in New Vork, about two days 
after his arrival. The place of his death was 
a boarding, houſe, in which were a number of 
boarders, one of whom ſlept in the ſame bed 
with him. Two of the family only were ſlight- 
ly affected - but not in ſuch a degree as to re- 
quire medical aid. Three other infected per- 
ſons from our city, who, when diſcovered, 
were removed to Governor's iſland, died there, 
and no one took the diſorder from them. A 
man died at one of the principal taverns in Bal- 
timore, of the ſame diſorder. Many people had 
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| viſiced and attended him during the whole of 
his illneſs, without injury. No perſon was af- 
fected but his doctor, whoſe indiſpoſition was 

not of long continuance. A great number of 
ſimilar inſtances have occurred at Burlington, 


Bordenton, Lamberton, Princeton, Brunſwic, 


Woodbridge, Newark, Lancaſter, and various 
other places, and in no caſe, except thoſe at Bal- 
amore and New York, has the infection 


The terror that provailed in Philadelphia, 


and which was ſpread through the continent, 


a aroſe from the fatality of the diſorder at firſt, 


very few of thoſe who took it then having eſcap» 
ed. This, with all. deference to the medical 


gentlemen, aroſe probably from their being un- 


acquainted with it. That this was the caſe, is 


cCandidly acknowledged by ſeveral of the moſt 
eminent among them. The fact is, that the ter- 

ror was at no time greater, than about the end 

of Auguſt, at which period, the deaths did not 


very far exceed the uſual number in that month. 
When the mortality raged moſt dreadfully, 
from the middle of September to the middle of 
October, the public were much leſs alarmed, 
' owing to the occurrence of ſeyeral recoveries, 
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and their becoming callous by the force of ha- 
bit. During this time it was, that all the ſpon- 
ges, fmelling bottles, handkerchiefs ſteeped in 
vinegar, camphor bags, &c. diſappeared. 


| 'The ſtate of the: police and of fociety in Phila- 


delphia, appears to no ſmall advantage, when 
we conſider one circumftance. Notwithſtanding 
the abſence of the magiſtrates, and the immenſe 


value of property left unprotected through the 
fears of the owners, and the deaths of the per- 


ſons left to take care of it, we have as yet heard 


of only one or two burglaries committed. 
Another was attempted, but the plunderers 


were diſcovered and taken. A hardened villain 
from a neighbouring ſtate, formed a plot with 
ſome negroes to plunder houſes. He was a maſter 
rogue, had digeſted a complete fyſtem, and 


formed a large partnerſhip for the more ſucceſs· 


ful execution of his ſchemes. However he was 
| ſoon ſeized, and the company diflalved. 


I be jail of Philadelphia is under ſuch excel- 


lent regulation, that the diſorder made its ap- 
pearance there only in two or three inſtances, 


although ſuch abodes of miſery are the places 


TW} : 
Where contagious diſorders are moſt commonly 
generated. When the yellow fever raged moſt 
violently in the city, there were in the jail one 
hundred and fix French ſoldiers and ſailors, 
confined by the order of the French conſul, be- 
fides eighty convicts, vagrants, and perſons 
for trial; all of whom except two or three, 
remained perfectly free from the complaint. 
Several circumſtances have conſpired to pro- 
duce this ſalutary effect. The people confined 
are frequently cleanſed and purified by the uſe 
of the cold bath they are kept conſtantly em- 
ployed.— vegetables form a conſiderable part of 
their diet—in the yard, vegetation flouriſhes 
and many of them being employed in ftone 
cutting, the water, conſtantly running, keeps 
the atmoſphere in a moiſt ſtate, while the peo- 
ple of Philadelphia have been uninterruptedly 
|  parched up by unceaſing heat. Elijah Weed, 
the late jailor, caught the diſorder in the city, 
in the performance of the paternal duties to- 
wards his daughter, and died in the jail, 
without communicating it to any of the people 
confined. 1 hope I ſhall be pardoned for pay- 
ing a tribute to the memory of this valuable 
citizen, under whoſe government of the Jail, 
Fa 
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and with whoſe hearty co-operation, moſt of 


the regulations in that inſtitution have been 
effected, which, with the ſucceſsful experi- 
ments made in England, prove that jails may 


be eaſily converted from ſinks of human depra- 
vity and wretchedneſs, into places of reforma- 
tion; ſo that, inſtead of rendering the idle 


vagrant, confined merely on ſuſpicion, or for 
want of friends to protect him, obdurate, 


wicked, and ripe for rapine and ſpoil, the 
profligate and abandoned may leave them in a 


ſituation to become uſeful members of ſociety. 


For the honour of human nature, it eught to 


be recorded, that ſome of the convicts in the 
Jail, a part of the term of whoſe confinement 


had been remitted as a reward for their peace- 


able, orderly behaviour, voluntarily offered 
themſelves as nurſes to attend the ſick at Buſh- 
hill, and have. in that capacity conducted 


themſelves with ſo much fidelity and tender- 


neſs, that they have had the repeated thanks 
of the managers. Among them are ſome who 
were formerly regarded, and with juſtice, as har- 
dened abandoned villains, which. the old ſyſtem 


was calculated to make every tenant of a jail, 


who remained there a few weeks. According 
2 
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to the ſame ſummary ſyſtem, theſe men's lives 


would have been long ſince offered up as an 
atonement to ſociety for the injury they had 
done it. That is, in plain Engliſh, becauſe ſo- 
ciety had ſuffered one injury by rapine, it 
was neceſſary it ſhould ſuffer another by law. 


But by the improved plan, they and great num- 


bers of others are reſtored to ſociety and 
uſefulneſs once more. So much better, although 


not quite ſo eaſy, is it to reform men, than to 


| butcher them under colour of law and juſtice. 


In the fummer of 1791, the yellow fever pre- 


vailed in New York, in a part of Water-ſtreet ; 
and in proportion to the ſphere of its action 


was as fatal there as it has been here. It began 


in Avguſt, and continued till the middle of 
September, when it totally diſappeared, and 
has never fince viſited that place. This ſhould 
eaſe the fears of many among us, who, always 
viewing the black ſide of every thing, terrify 


people with their prognoſtications, that we 


ſhall have it again next ſpring or ſummer. 
All the ſymptoms were full as dangerous and 
alarming in New York, as in Philadelphia. 
Many perſons died in three days; © ſtupor, 
= F 3 
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« delirium, yellowneſs, the black vomit, and 
ce death, rapidly ſucceeding each other*,” It 
ſpread no farther at that time, than the „ne 


ſtreet, although no precautions, as far as I can 
learn, were taken to prevent its extenſion, 
The ſame ſpecies of diſorder raged in this city 


in 1762, with great violence. It diſappeared in 
the month of November, and has not from 


that time until the preſent year viſited Phila- 
delphia. 


The ſummer and fall of this year have been 
unhealthy | in many parts of the union, as well 
as in Philadelphia. At Lyn, in Maſſachuſetts, 
1 have been informed, but have no means of 
aſcertaining the truth or falſehood of the re- 
port, that a malignant fever, not unlike ours, 
prevailed in Auguſt. In many of the towns of 
Virginia, fevers and agues haye been much 
more prevalent and dangerous than they have 
been at former periods, Georgetown and its 
vicinity, which are in general very healthy, loſt, 


Letter from a phyſician | in New York, to his friend | in New 
Jerſey, Federal Gazette, * 215 1793. | 
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in the courſe of a few weeks in ſummer, an un- 
exampled number of people by the flux, which 
diſorder has raged with great violence in many 
other places. The influenza has ſpread general- 
ly through the union, and been very fatal. It 
has been twice in Vermont, where likewiſe the 
putrid ſore throat has carried off numbers. At 
| Harriſburg and Middletown, in this ſtate, the 
flux and a putrid fever have been extremely de- 
ſtructive, and ſwept away, I am credibly in- 
formed, a fifteenth part of the inhabitants. De- 


laware ſtate, particularly Kent county, has ſuffer- 


ed much from fall fevers, which have produ- 
ced a very great mortality. And various other 
places have experienced a mortality, very un- 


common, and which, bur for the calamity, of 


Philadelphia abſorbing public attention every 
where, would have created great alarms and un- 
caſineſs. 


Although the proceedings of many people in 
Philadelphia have been ſtrongly tinctured wiſn 
cruelty, and a total dereliction of every princi- 
ple of humanity, yet the general conduct has not 
been ſo ſhocking as in London during the 
plague, In that city, when a houſe was known to 
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have an lufected perſon, in it, it was faſtened up, 


and a guard placed at the door, to prevent any one 
from coming out, untill after a quarantine of 40 


days; and if, during that time, any other way 


infected, a new quarantine was impoſed. Thus 
entire families fell ſacrifices to an order, equally 
ſenſeleſs and cruel ; and by theſe means, dead 


| bodies lay often for weeks together in the moſt 


dreadful and noxious ſtate of putrefaction. 
Such odivus orders exiſted not in Philadel- 

phia. However, there have been various inſtan- 
ces of houſes being left to the care of a ſervant 
or two, who fell fick, and having no means of 


communicating their diſtreſſes to the neigh- 


bours, periſhed for want of aſſiſtance. 


L have learned with great pleaſure, that a few 
landlords commiſerating the diſtreſſes of their 
tenants, have come to the very humane reſa- 
lution of remitting the payment of rents du- 
ring the prevalence of the diſorder. Were they 
to enter into reſolutions generally to do the 


ſame, it would reflect honour on them. But there 


are ſome whoſe hardened hearts know no com- 
paſſion, and who will have “ the pound of 
« fleſh—the penalty of the bod.” Indeed, 


| : WP -F 
| when the diſorder was at the higheſt ſtage, 

ſome landlords ſeized the ſmall property of 
poor roomkeepers, who were totally unable 
to pay their rent. One man wrote to the com- 
mittee, informing them that the poverty of his 
tenants rendered it impoſſible for them to 
Pay him; he therefore begged the commit- 
tee would, as they were appointed to relieve 
the poor, pay the arrearages due him! 
Another perſon, a wealthy widow, produced 
recommendations for ſome poor roomkeepers, 
her tenants ; and the committee gave them 
each a ſmall ſum. As ſoon as they had received 
it, ſhe ſcized their money and their clothes! 


As I have been obliged to note a variety 
of horrid circumſtances, which have a ten- 
dency to throw a ſhade over the human charac- 
ter, it is proper to reflect a little light on the 
fubject, wherever juſtice and truth will per- 
mit. Amidſt the general deſertion that prevail- 
ed there were to be found many illuſtrious 

inſtances of men and women, ſome in the mid- 
dle, others in the lower ſpheres of hfe, who, 
in the exerciſe of the duties of humanity, 
expoſed themſelves to dangers, which terri- 
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| fied men, who have hundreds of times faced 
death without fear, in the field of battle, 
Some of them, alas I have fallen in the good 
cauſe | Bur why ſhould they be regretted ! ne- 
ver could they have fallen more gloriouſly, 
Foremoſt in this noble group ſtands Joſeph In- 
ſkeep, a moſt excellent man in every of the ſo- 
cial relations, of citizen, brother, huſband, and 
friend To the ſick and the forſaken, whether 
he was acquainted with them or not, has he 
devoted his hours to relieve and comfort them 
in their tribulation. Numerous are the inſtan- 
ces of men reſtored, by his kind cares and at- 
tention, to their families from the very jaws of 
death—In various caſes has he been obliged 
to put dead bodies into coffins, when no other 
perſon could be had to perform that office, An- 
drew Agate's merit in the ſame way, was 
conſpicuous, and of the laſt importance to num- 
bers of diſtreſſed creatures, bereft of every 
other comfort. Of thoſe worthy men, Wilſon, 
and Tomkins, I have already ſpoken. The rev. 
Mr, Fleming and the rev. Mr. Winkhauſe, 
_ exhauſted themſelves by a ſucceſſion of labours, 
day and night, attending on the ſick, and mi- 
niſtering relief to their ſpiritual and temporal 
5 


F-B 
wants, Of thoſe who have happily ſurvived their 
_ dangers, and are preſerved to their fellow citi- 
zens, I ſhall mention a few. They enjoy the ſu- 
preme reward of a ſelf-approving conſcience ; 
and I readily belieye, that in the moſt ſecret 
receſſes, remote from the public eye, they would 


have done the ſame. But next to the ſenſe 
of having done well, is the approbation 


of our friends and fellow men; and when the 


debt is great, and the only payment that can be 
made is applauſe, it is ſurely the worſt ſpecies of 


' ayarice, to withhold it. We are always ready, too 
ready to beſtow cenſure—and, as if anxious 
leſt we ſhould not give enough, we generally 
heap the meaſure. When we are ſo ſolicitous 
to deter by reproach from folly, vice, and crime, 


why not be equally diſpoſed to ſtimulate to vir- 
tue and heroiſm, by freely beſtowing the well- 


earned plaudit ? The rev, Henry Helmouth's 
merits are of the moſt exalted kind. His whole 


time, during the prevalence of the diſorder, 
was ſpent in the performance of the works of 


mercy, viſiting and relieving the ſick, comfort- 
ing the afflicted, and feeding the hungry. Of 
| his congregation, ſome hundreds have paid the 
laſt debt to nature, ſipce the malignant fever 


( 92 ) 


began ; and, I believe, he attended nearly the 
whole of them. To ſo many dangers was he 
expoſed, that he ſtands a living miracle of pre- 
ſervation. "The rev. C. V. Keating and the rev. 
Mr. Uſtick have been in the fame career, and 
performed their duties to the ſick with equal 
fidelity, and with equat danger. The venerable 
old citizen, Samuel Robeſen, has been like a 
good angel, indefatigably performing, in families 
where there was not one perſon able to help 
another, even the menial offices of the kitchen, 
in every part of his neighbourhood. John Con- 
nelly has ſpent hours beſide the ſick, when their 
own wives and children had abandoned them. 
Twice did he catch the diſorder twice was he 
on the brink of the grave, which was yawning 
to receive him—yet, unappalled by the immi- 
nent danger he had eſcaped, he again returned 
to the charge. I feel myſelf affected at this part 
of my ſubject, with emotions, in which J hope 
my reader will participate. And, as a human 
being, I rejoice that it has fallen to my lot, to 
be a witneſs and recorder of a magnanimity 
which would alone be ſufficient to reſcue the 
character of man from obliquy and reproach, 


a 7 W 4 


Shall I be pardoned for paſſing a cenfure on 
_- thoſe, whoſe miſtaken zeal led them, during the 


moſt dreadful ſtages of this calamity, to croud 
ſome of our churches, and aid this frightful ene- 


my in his work of deſtruttion ? who, fearful 
leſt their prayers and adoration at home would 


not find acceptance before the Deity, reſorted 


to churches filled with bodies of contagious 
air, where, with every breath, they inhaled 
noxious miaſmata? To this ſingle cauſe I 


am bold in aſctibing a large proportion of the 


mortality—And it is remarkable, that thoſe 
congregations, whoſe places of worſhip were 
moſt crouded, have ſuffered the moſt dreadful- 
ly. Will men never acquire wiſdom? Are we 


yet to learn that the Almighty architect of the 


heavens and the earth does not require © tem- 
e ples made with men's hands? that going to 
a place of worſhip, againſt the great law of ſelf 
preſervation, implanted in indeliable characters 
by his divine hand, on the breaſt of every one 
of his creatures, conſtitutes no part of the ado- 
ration due to the maker and preſerver of man- 
kind? That a meek and humble heart” is 
the temple wherein he delights to be worſhip- 
ped ? I hope not hope the awful leſſon ſome 
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of our congregations hold forth on this ſubject, 
by a mortality out of all proportion to their 
numbers, will ſerve as a momento at all future 
times, in the like critical emergencies ! 


- Of the number of citizens who fled away, it 
is difficult to form any accurate eſtimate. In 
the city, from Vine to South ſtreet, which has 
been ſurveyed by a man employed by the com- 
| mittee, of 21,000' inhabitants, the number of 
abſent people is ſtated to be 8600, But as this 
buſineſs was ſeveral weeks performing, con- 
ſiderable variations muſt neceſſarily have taken 
place. The emigration was not finiſned in thoſe 
ſtreets examined in the early part of his pro- 
greſs,—and towards the latter part, the immi- 
gration had been already conſiderable. Allow- 
ing one to ballance the other, and the remo- 
vals in the liberties to have been equal to thoſe 
in the city, we ſhall probably not err much 
when we eſtimate the number who left the city at 
about 17,00. This is not ſo many as I ſuppoſed 
when I laſt wrote on the ſubje&*®, at which time 
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I eſtimated them at 23,000, Which of 45 two 


is accurate, or whether either of them 1 18 fo, 


leave the reader to o determine. 


Some of ' thoſe who remaitied in the city, 


have, for reaſons not very eaſy to juſtify, been 
in the habit of reproaching thoſe who fled, 


with criminality, as deſerters, who abandoned 


their poſts“. believe, on the contrary, that 


as the nature of our government did not al- 
low the arbitrary meaſures to be purſued, which, 
in deſpotic countries would probably havn ex- 


tinguiſhed the diſorder at an early period 
Dit was the duty of every perſon to avoid the 


danger, whoſe circumſtances and ſituation al- 


towed It, The effects of the deſertion were, 


If they were even guilty of a crime, it brought its own 
puniſhment ; as I am fully convinced that thoſe who were abſent, . 
and a prey to the anxiety cauſed by the frightful reports current, 
fuffered more than thoſe who remained. I ſpeak from experience. 
In a few days abſence, when the diſorder had not reached its ſum- 
mit, I heard more terrific accounts of it, than in as many weeks in 
Philadelphia, when it raged moſt violently, and carried off from 


* to a hundred daily: 
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moreover, falutary*. The ſphere of action of the 


diforder was diminiſhed. Two or three empty 


| houſes arreſted the diſeaſe in its progreſs, as it 
was ſlowly, but ſurely travelling through a 
ſtreet, and probably reſcued a neighbourhood 
from its ravages. We ſhall long have to mourn. 
the ſevere loſs our city has felt, in being bereft 


of ſo many valuable citizens: and had the 
17,000 who retired, been in the city during the 
prevalence of the diſorder, and loſt as large a 


proportion of their number, as thoſe did who re- 


mained, we ſhould, inſtead of 4000 dead, have 


loſt nearly 600e ; and perhaps had to deplore in 


the number, another Clow, a Kay, a Lea, a 
Sims, a Dunkin, a Strawbridge, men of exten- 


_ ſive buſineſs, whoſe loſs will be long felt—a Pen- 


nington, a Glentworth, a Hutchinſon, a Sar- 
jeant, a Howel, men endowed by heaven with 


eminent abilities—a Fleming, a Graeſsl, a 


Sproat, men of exalted piety and virtue—a Wil- 


1 Perhaps had all our citizens remained, we ſhould have had 
famine added to our calamity; whereas we had plentiful markers 
during the whole time. The prices, too, were in general not far be · 
yond what they are uſually at the ſame ſeaſon of the year. 


EN 
ſon, and . a Baldwin, a Carr ol, a Tom 
kins, citizens of moſt eſtimable characters. Let 
thoſe, then, who have remained, regard their 
long-abſent friends, as if preſerved ſrom death 
by their flight, and rejoice at their return in 
health and ſafety—let thoſe who have been ab- 
ſent, acknowledge the exertions of thoſe who 
maintained their ground. Let us all unite in 
the utmoſt vigilance to prevent the return of 
this fell deſtroyer, by the moſt ſcrupulous at- 
tention to cleanſing and purifying our ſcourged 
city and let us join in thankſgiving to that Su- 
preme Being, who has, in his own time, ſtay- 
ed the avenging ſtorm, ready to devour us, 
after it had laughed to ſcorn all human efforts. 


I omitted to inform the reader in the proper 
place, that dr. Deveze and dr. Benjamin Duf- 
field have gratuitouſly and with the utmoſt 
punctuality, attended at Buſhhill hoſpital nearly 
from the organization of the committee to the 
preſent time. 
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Committee for relieving the ck and diftre ed, 
appointed by a meeting of the citizens of Phila- 
delphia, ſummoned by advert Auen in the Public 


1 Sept. 13, 1793. 
Preſident. 
Marr HEW CLARKSON. 


Secretary. 
CALEB LOWNES. 
F reaſurer. 
THOMAS WISTAR, 
Managers of Buſhhill hoſpital. 
STEPHEN GIRARD. PETER HELM, 


Orphan committee. 


ISRAEL ISRAEL, JAMES KERR. 
| JOHN LETCHWORTH. J. SHARSWOOD, 


Committee of diſtribution. 


ISRAEL ISRAEL. JAMES KERR. 
JOHN HAWORTH. JACOB WIT MAN. 
JAMES SWAINE. ] J. LETCHWORTH. 
MATTHEW CAREY. J. SHARSWOOD. 
THOMAS SAVERT, SAMUEL BENGE. 
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E der intendm of the Buri als of the dead, and 
removal of the Sick. 
SAMUEL BENGE 
Diſtributor of ſupplies. 
| HENRY DEFOREST, 

Committee of accounts, 
JAMES SHARSWOOD. JOHN CONNELLY. 
Committee on the publication of letters. 
CALEB LOWNES. | MATTHEW CAREY. 


Deceaſed Members. 


A. ADGATE. DANIEL OFFLEY. 
J. D. SARGEANT, JOSEPH INSKEEP. 
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Liſt of a few of the Inhabitants of Philadelphia, who 
have died fince the jirſt of Auguſt. 


Andrew Adgate, 
Mrs. Adgate 


Thomas Carnes. 


David Clark 


Robert Alliſon, Et. 8 2. James Calbraith, jun. 


James Alder 
Mary Allen, Et. 73 3. 
 =——— Amand 

'Thomas P. Anthony 

Mrs. Annan 
Peter Aſton _ 
Caleb Attmore 
George Baker 
Daniel Baldwin 
Edward Barrington 
J. J. De Barth 


Charles Carroll 


Joſhua Creſſon 


Thomas Clifford 


Matthew Conard 


Frederic Chriſtian 


Andrew Clow | 
Thomas Devonald 


Elizabeth Dickinſon 


John Davis 


John Dunkin 
Joſeph Dean 


Cornelius Barnes and F. N. Dupont, F. Con. 


two ſons 
Adam Bauſch | 
Mary Berry, At. 75. 
Claudius A. Bertier 
Samuel Bette] 
Natkamiel Blodgett 
Thomas Boone 
Benjamin Boſtock 
Andrew Boſhart, wife, 

and mother 


Mr. Chace 


John Dickinſon 


Dr. John Dodds 


Rowland Evans 

Mr. Engle 
Francis Finlay 
Samuel Fiſher 
David Flickwir, and 5 

of his family 
Nicholas Forſberg, Et. 7 3 
Mrs. Ferguſon 


Barnabas Fearis 
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David Franks Owen Jones, Et. 84. 
Richard Gardiner E. Jones, Et. 64. 
Nathaniel Glover Maty Jones 


James Gilchriſt Samuel Johnſon 
Dr. P. S. Glentworth Robert Johnſton 
Joſeph Gaven Mrs. Keppele 
John Gueſt, ſen. Chriſtopher Kucher 
Dr. Graham Philip Kucher 
Jacob Graff David kay © 
John Hall John H. Lombaert 
Jacob R. Howell Catharine Lemaigre 
Jacob Howell Dr. John Lynn 
Adam Hubley Abraham Lott 
Oliver C. Hull Huſon Langſtroth 
Michael Hay, wife, and James Lapſley 
three children Samuel Lobdell 
Parry Hall and fiſter-in Iſaac Lewis 1 
law | Alexander Lawrence, fen. 


Mrs. Henſman, daugh- Alexander Lawrence,jun. 
ter, ſon-in-law, four Thomas Lea 
grand children, and a Joſeph Mercier 
maid ſervant, all out Anna Mercier 


of one houſe Rev. Dr. Murrav 

Dr. James Hutchinſon Suſan. Milnor, Et. 
J. D. Hamelin Abigail Morris 
Reuben Haines, ſen. Benjamin Morrell 

William Haſſel Jacob Morgan 

John Hockley Hannah Morgan 
William Hays Iſaac Miller 
e Richard Maſon 

Richard Humphreys Thomas M Cormick 

Joſeph Inſkeep Abraham Maſon, 
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„ 
John Morton William Ralſton 
Catharine Mullowney Rachel Ralſton 
John Morriſon James Reid 
Elizabeth Morris John Rudolph 
Anne Mullen Jonathan Shoemaker 
Peter Mierken John Todd, ſenr. 
Martin MDermot William Shipley 
John Morgan Fred. W. Starman 
Thomas Miller  Woedrop Sims 


Dr. John Morris Joſeph Shoemaker 

W. Nicholls, æt. 73 John Strawbridge 

John M' Nair John Stokes 

Thomas O Hara Samuel Swan 
Daniel Offleß Townſend Speak man 
James Pickering Anna Sewell, æt. 67. 
Frederic Phile William Sellers 

Sidney Paul Jonathan D. Sargeant 
Mr. Peters and two ſons Rev. Dr. Sproat 
Vicent M. Peloſi William Sproat 
Matthew Parker Mary Sproat 
Benjamin Pitfield Nancy Sproat 

1 Elizabeth Pratt Rebecca Smith 

1 Samuel Penn Philip Snyder 

4 Dr. John Pennington Charles Syng and wife 
Benjamin Poultney John Stuckard „wife, and 
Samuel Powell daughter 

Alexander Penman Peter Stuckard, wife, and 
Robert Patton daughter | 
George Rainsford John Todd, jun. 
Hannah Rogets lg Tatem 

James Read, æt. 7 eter Thomſon, ſens 


Joha Richardſon © Samuel Taylor 


Mr. Vanhorne 
John Wood 
Charles Williams 
James Worſtal 
Mrs. Webſter 
James Watkins 
John Wharton 
James Wilkinſon 
Eleanor Watſon 
Peter Webber. 
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William Witeſide, 
Mrs. Willet 

William Waring, 
Warner Waſhington 
John Wigton, and wife. 

Mary Willing 
Joſeph Whitehead 

Mr. Wetherby, & wife 

Agnes Young 
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4 Chriſt Church wah 
Proteſtant Epiſcopalians St. Peter's — _ 
Pp St. Paul's — — 
J 
I Second — — 
Preſbyterians Third — — 
Aſſociate— — 
Reformed — W 
| | St. Mary's —— —— 
Roman Catholics \ German part of ditto — 
Trinity — 
Friends — — 3 
Free Quakers, returned in groſs — 
888 ö Lutherans — — 
Calviniſts — — 
Moravians — — 
Swedes — — 
Baptiſts, returned in groſs — 
Methodiſts, ditto — — 
VUniverſaliſts — — 
Jews, ditto —— — 
Kenſington — — 
Porter's Field, including the new ground 
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS, 


ö 


MADE IN PHILADELPHIA, 


By DAVID RITTENHOUSE, Es 


AUGU CT, 1793. 


| a 
| - Barometer Thermometer, | Wind Weather. 
6. A. M. 3. T. M.] 6 A. M. 3 r. M. 6 A. M. 3 r. M. 6 A. M. 3 P. M. 
1] 29 95 30 © ad 6s 77 {WNW NW ſcloudy fair 
$8! 20. 1:20. 3}::: 03 $1 - |NW SW flair fair 
3 „% 5 29 94}: 63 8a N NNE ffair fair 
| 41. 290.97 30 & - 65.  $7.- s SW {fair fair 
5 30 5: 30 [ 73 90 SSW SW [fair fair 
10 3 c 97 87 ISW -W cloudy fair 
730 12 30 58 8 {NW W [fair fair 
$1. 30 1 29:95] % + $6 _|SSE SSE ffair rain 
ol 29 8 29 75] 75 85 [|SSW SW {cloudy fair 
of 29. 9-29. 9þ-+07. © $2. ++-JW W . [fair 8 
11]: 30 © 30 70 84 |SW WSW ſeloudy cloudy | 
tal $0. 9:20 0:90 89: 1W.. W flair fair 
gl ze 5 20-91. $9: SW WW. - lfair © --. far 
44 30 0 29 95 75 82 [SW SW {fair rain 
en N NE frain cloudy 
l 30 1 30 % Jo 83 NNE NE fair fair 
7 30 1 30 [ 7x 86 |SW SW |[fair fair 
lis 230 1 30 0] 71 39  jcalm SW |fair Gr--- - 
rg]. 20. 1-30 {i 7 82 N -_ fair cloudy 
z20[ 30 1 30 12] 69 82 NNE ANNE ſtair far -- ---- 
21] 30 1; 30 35] 62 83 N NNE fair fair 
224 30 3 30 35] 63 36 NE SE flair ir 
23] 30 25 30 15] Og 85 ſcalm 8 Haier: m 
234 30 1. 30 1 73 81 ſcalm calm ſcloudy rain 
ie e e 66 NE NE frain great rain 
126 30 15 30 2 59 69 NE NE feloudy cloudy 
127] 30 2 30 4 65 73 NE NE [cloudy cloudy 
128] 30 2 30 15} 67 80 58 calm [cloudy clearing 
29] 30 16 30 Ie] 72 86 [calm SW [cloudy fair 
130 30 1 30 1 74 87 ſcalm SW fair fair | 
131] 30 0 30 of 74 84 SW NW frain fair 
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


SEPTEMBER, 1793. 


n — — 2, * * 


——— 


— 6— 


Barometer. | Thermometer, | Winds, Weather. 
6 A. M. 3P. M. 6E A. M. 3 r. u. 6 A. M. 3 r. M. 6 A. 1. 3 r. . 
| x] 30 0 29 30 71 86 [calm SW {fog fair 
2] 29 75 29 73 86 [SW SW {fair fair 
3| 30 © $0. MW I hls ar . 
erz 30 75] 23S - 75 JW K 
q.5] 39 13 30 | - 03. ' 80 - 8E 8 fair cloudy 
5] 29 97 29 os | 70 89 [|WSW W. fair cloudy 
7] 30 30 of 65 77 WNW NW {fair fair 
8] 30 x 30 1 64 70 [calm calm ſcloudy cloudy 
g| 30 © 3o of 66 80 SE NW frais fair 
00 - 0:0, cf 4 7-1 NNE [fair cloudy 
30 1 30 of 62 72 [NNE N cloudy fair 
29 96 29 of 58 76 NW NNW [fair fair 
29 95 30 of 37 72 NW N fair fair 
0.0. 40 5 8 79 NW NW {fair fair 
0 o 29 97 „ 8 [fair fair 
$9 9. 9 70 84 8 SW ſcloudy fair 
29 8 29 85] 66 67 N N cloudy cloudy 
30 3 44 N air 
30 4 30 35 45 70 |calm SW ffair fair 
30 3 30 I5] 54 69 {calm SE fjhazey haze 
30 0 29 of 59 78 {calm cloudy fair 
30 0 30 of 63 83 jcalm cloudy fair 
30 1 30 I] 62 21 {calm SE {cloudy cloudy 
30 2 yo 2| 65 70 NE ENE {cloudy fair 
30 15 30 of 61 68 NE NE |cloudy cloudy 
29 8 29 7 $ 79 N N cloudy fair 
| 29 7 64 NW NW {cloudy fair 
30 5 30 15 54 NW NW {fair fair 
30 3 3 i 
30 35 3 
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2 


OCTOBER, 1793. 


} 


Barometer. Thermometer. Winds Weather. 
7 A. M. 2 P. M. 7 A. M. 2 P. M. 7 A. M. 2 r. M.] 7 A. M. 2 P, M. 
30e 15 30 „ 64 80 8. SW {cloudy fair 
no 9 o $- Jo 3s WW NNWjcloudy fair 
go 1 % 15j-'g0 9a JW SW ffair fair 
29 75 29 7 59 9% 380 W |cloudy cloudy 
30 0 30 1 «& 66 N N fair - Fir 
30 3 30 3| 43 66 NE W:- : Mair | ie 
30 45 46 | calm fair 
w 0 wo & ' © 00-10 -* N flair fair 
20. % 4] +458 7% |NW NW {fair fair | 
40 il. 0 1s © _ NW Jar me 
30 0 29 855 51 74 [W JC | 
26 6 29 55 58 64 |$W NW |rain rain 
29 85 29 9| 49 69 [NW NW {fair fair | 
go. 3 0 % 68 98: WW SW [calm fair 
29 75 29 8 56 54 [W N flair rain 
360 380 37 53 |NNW ie fair 
20 i 90. 3]. 437 v0 -1NE NE ffair fair 
JW NW ffair fair 
e 9] $2 6. N {cloudy fair 
30 0 30 of 44 54 NW fie fiir 
30 0 30 2| 49 59 N NW ffair fair 
29 6 29 5 gr 65 NW NW fair fair 
20 $ 29 8} 47 ®@ IV W fair fair 
30. 1. 90.44 26 39 IV NW {fair fair 
$0. 4-490 Y 46: 923 Þ S cloudy fair high w. 
39 2 30 2] bo 72 [calm SW [cloudy cloudy 
30 3 30 3] 44 44 [NNE NNE jcloudy cloudy 
20. 3 30 i] - $6- 37 jt N {cloudy cloudy 
29] 29 85 29 85] 28 44 NNW NW fair fair 
go] 30 1 30 2] 28 49 2 SW boey hazy . 
| ca NNE ſclou rain 
— 323 © I 2 ne heel Cs LR 
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Weather. 


47 A. M. 2 7. M. 


OG. 


rain 


fair 
fair 
fair 


rain 
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cloudy 


cloudy 
fair 
cloudy 
fair ' 
| rain 
cloudy Þ 
fair F 
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